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Allston Village, Allston
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Introduction to District

Students and Immigrants

Allston Villages a commercial node located within the larger Allsimghton neighborhood in the
northwestern section of Boston. The intact neighborhood consists mostly of one to two story
commercial buildings along the major streets with residential apartment Img&lon the secondary
streets radiating off the avenues. The area is populated by students, recent college graduates and
severalimmigrant groups. The district has become a center for international restaurants, including
cuisines from Japan, Korea, Thailalmilia, Burma, Tibet, Brazil and other regions across the world.
Allston Village, which historically developed around its transportation hub in the l&teetgury,

was the center of the Rock and Roll music scene in the second half of'tlee@@ryand also

features important signage from the recent past.

District Layout and Boundaries

Just west of the Back Bay neighborhood of Boston and to the north of the town of Brookline, Allston
Village is part of the city that juts out in the shape of a peninsula from the central business district.
The districtfeatures three busy commercial stresséind is bordered by significant travel aieesr
Commonwealth Avenue, the Massachusetts Turnpike and Storrow Drive.
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southwest) is at the northern edge of
the district and has a strong relationship with the Massachusetts Turnpike and historically with the
railroad tracks.

Commonwealth Avenug(east- west)a major road connecting Brighton, Brookline adidtan to

the Back Bay and downtown Boston creates a southern boundary for the district.

Allston Village is well served by the MBTA with access to both light rail and bus service. The Green
6.6 [AYS FYR aSOSNI t o0dzaSa GaRbidgs Rakbury/fataica Rlain, ( 2
Brighton, Boston University, Harvard University and Boston College.

Historical Narrative

Little Cambridge and Cattle

Situated along the south bank of the Charles River,
Allston was first part of Watertown and was legally
transferred to Cambridge in 1634. The
Allston/Brighton area wathen known as Little
Cambridge. The area mostly consisted afdeestate
farms owned by prominent Colonial families, such a
the Danas, Sparhawks, Griggs and the Gardners, §
names that have lent themselves to street names
throughout the area. While nearby Brighton Cente
transformed into the center of the cattle tradend e o S Sy
slaughter industry during the Revolution, the area  rige 1 Harvard Avenue near Cambridge

that is now Allston remained sparsely populated andstreet, ca 1910, courtesy of the B-A
mostly served as grazing lands for Cambridge. Historical Society

Despite its rural character, the area also featured one

of the earliest roads and one of the only e@cttions between Boston and Cambridge. Harvard
Avenue, which was then called the Roxbury Highway, was parteifhtmile road system that
connected travelers from Boston west by way of Boston Neck and into Roxbury, and then north
through the BrooklineMuddy River area, Allston, and then finally over the Great Bridge, which was
constructedover the Charles Rivan 1662.

5290
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Brighton kreaks from Cambridge
The construction of the West Boston Bridgart

Little Cambridge, as business and residents were
drawn away fronthe western section of Cambridge
to the eastern sectionAfter the town of Cambridge
refused requests from the Little Cambridge residen
to repair and upgrade the Great Bridge, residents
petitioned to become an independent town. In
1807, the area was incporated as the new town of
Brighton, with a population of 600. Transportation
improvements, including new bridges and routes tq

2 AUKAY 1ffalizyQa O2YYSN
distinctive historic node that represents thérst era
of development in the area. The following buildings
are significant historic buildings in this area around

tShe intersection of Cambridge Street and Harvard
Avenue:

The Chester Blocilong Cambridge Street (1876)

The Shepard/LongfellovBuilding (1880)at the
corner of Cambridge Street and Franklin Street

Boston and Cambridge, marked the first few
RSOIFRSa 27 NAIKGI2y Qa
Boston & Worcester Railroad, whicemented
NAIKG2yQa LI I OS a (K9
commercial horticulture industries, also brought
about suburban residential development. The
sections of Brighton surrounding the cattle markets
and slaughterhouses were deemed undesirable to
residential developers due to odors and unsanitary
conditions, so the focus was placed upon eastern
Brighton (Allston). By 1850, six large new reS|dences :
with large lots were built on Harvard Avenue ;
showing a shift towards residential development.
Staring in the 1870s and 1880s, a major land |
ONBIlI GA2Yy LINR2SO0G TAftf SR
a new neighborhood. With increased accessto |
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2 Cambridge Street looking
experienced new popularity. Property values went utowards Union Square, ca 1910
enticing he owners of large parcels to subdivide,

downtown Boston, the eastern section of Brighton  rigure -
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suburbs.
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Allston is named

In 1867 asmall, woodframe railroad station was constructed at the corner of CambridgeeSand

I F NBI NR ! @Sy dzS o ¢KS aidldAzyQa yIrYSsz OFffSR
they had already reached the city of Cambridge. That, coupled with the planned addition of a post
office for the area in the next year demanded a neawme for the surrounding area. The chosen
name, Allston, was selected to honor painter Washington Allston, who lived across the river in
Cambridgeandg I & &l AR (2 KIFI @S 0SSy AyaLANBR o6& (KS
name Allston refered to a postal area and the statiphowever. The are@mained part of the

town of Brighton whichannexed to the city of Bostan 1874. Thennexationwas mostly political,

as a group of town leaders had administered large infrastructure improvements to the area in the
preceding years, amounting to immense debt that was absorbed.
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Allston becomes a boomtown

The last quarter of the 10 century was a significan
growth period for Allston. . NA 3 Kdnhgeyafich to Ll
Boston the new railway station and general suburba
development trends brought new residents ang

district. The area became a mostly residenti
neighborhood and its streets were lined with Victorias
single family homes. The exception to tha¢nd was the __ B
small node of Allston Square, at the intersection of Harvilla & - E/
Avenue and Cambridge Street. The construction of mu_ e
story, mixed use masonry buildings close to the raiwrigure 3 Harva rd Avenue near
station gave Allston a comencial and transportation hub. Cambridge Street, ca 1910, courtesy

of the B - A Historical Society
Along with some rental residential apartmentbe building
in the historic commercial centegprovided space for a dry goods store, an apothecary, a bank, a
meeting hall, and other individually owned businesses. Nearlyaods, churches and a fire station
were built throughout the 1870s, 1880s and 1890s. In 1891, the village replaced its small wood
frame engine house with a larger, yellow brick fire station that would address the need for better
firefightingservices tohe growing residential and commercial neighborhood.

With better and cheaper access to transportatio e
and the success of a fulpopulated Back Bay
neighborhood to the east, Allston at the turn o
the twentieth century was a boomtowrilrolley
service transported residents, consumers a
visitors in and out of Allston both on&s
I 2YY2y Sttt OdK | @Sy dzS

located on Brighton Avenue (what used to be th =
a!'é¢ tAyS 2F¥ GKS DNBSy
of service in 1969 and replaced by the 57 bug i
Vast pOPUIation growth brotht_ ?bOUt theFigure 4 Harvard Ave at Brighton Ave, ca

construction of apartment buildings nd 1938, courtesy of the Brighton - Allston

additional storefronts to accommodate the nevHistorical Society

residents. In the years between 1904 and 191,

six large apartment complexes were built on or near Harvard Avenue. Coupled with similar
development along the new Commonwealth Avenue to the south, the feghefdistrict was
transformed from a suburban residential district to one of the more densely populated
neighborhoods in Boston. Commercial development kept pace, and today the buildings built
between 1909 and 1916 make up a large percentage of the ekigtitenvironment. The buildings

built during this period are typically one or two story mugtore commercial blocks. Most feature a

flat roof andincludedlarge storefronts Designfeatureswere confined mostly to the cornice or
parapet areas and tthe window surrounds or edges of the buildings.

By the 1920s and 1930s, the district adapted as the age of the automobile came to Allston. The car
changed the character of the streets and brought new business to the area in the form of
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automobile partsand services. Newar showrooms and auto supplshops sprung upvhile gas

stations replaced older buildings or were built @mpty lots. The population of the district
continued to grow and demographics shifted as many of the old Allston families |pkacesl by

middle class Irish Americans, Jews, immigrant Italians, Eastern Europeans, African Americans and
Greek American families. New student populati@so moved into the neighborhoodBy1950, a
population of 70,000 residents lived in the fesmuare mile area of Allston.

Rock music makes a mark
Though the neighborhood experienced a period d#cline,
disinvestment and some demolition of buildings in the 195( \
1960s and 1970s, the area remained vibrant with new eth = g J& &%

= zt F NJ

and student populations. Allston also took on the name
arftftadzy w201 [/ AGees (y2sy
venues hat were playing alternative rock and punk music in t
last few decades of the twentieth cemry. Allston bars, such ag
I I NLJS N &nd @& Nadd®y Paradise Rock Club o
Commonwealth Avenyeattracted musiciangiot only to play
but also to live, practie and produce music recordings in th
neighborhood. Among hundreds of bands that created t
unique rock scene in Boston, the band Aerosmith is known
have formed in an apartment nearby on Commonweal
Avenue.

While cheap rents and the student poputati encouraged
creative musical endeavors, decades of disinvestment is &
the likely reason why the neighborhood retains much of
historic character. Along with the mostly consistent, ea
twentieth century commercial streetscape, the midntury
sigrage of the district, advertising bars, liquors stores and
donut shop, also remains. The neighborhood features wha
probably the best collection of brightly colored and visuaFigure 5 Example of
interesting signs from that perioarhile similar signs have beeidistinctive signage found
lost from other areas of the city (one nearby notable examg" ¢ @'t

was the loss of the Dunkin Donuts sign on North Beacon Street

in Brighton).

The neighborhood has become even more of a destination for the college student population in

recent years. Student residesifrom Boston University, and to some extent, from Boston College

and Harvard University (including the Business School, located on the Allston side of the Charles

River), have helped make Allston Village a vibrant commercial district. The (relativelygénsie

rental housing, access to the Green Line, and the large amount of restaurants and bars make Allston

an attractive place to live for students and recent graduategrvard University also been

purchasing land in Allston over the past few years, laasl now amassed quite a bit of real estate in

the area. Due to the bad economy, much of this expansion slowed down in recent years, but

I I NI NRQa LI lya NBYFAY | fINBS FILO02N Ay (GKS ¥ dzidz
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Today, Allston is a slightly gritty neighbodibwith a vibrant population and an intact historic
commercial district.

Neighborhood Context and District Demographics

The commercial district in Allston features some residential housing above the shops and

restaurants, but most residents live directly off of the main streets of Harvard Avenue and

/ ' YONR RIS { G NB S iineighbdrHogus feayeariousl sty B Sy thak refiect

f20Ff RSY23ANILIKAO& YR (KS ySAIKOZ2ZNK22RQE SF2f dzi A
date to the 19 century, early 28 century apartment buildingsind classic threeeckers.

Today, he residentialpopulation iscompcsed predominantly o$tudents, recent college graduates,
and immigrantsRecent census data shows that Allston features a population that is nearly 60%
white, almost 20% Asian, 12% Hispanic, and about 5% African American.

Success Stories and Districta&llenges
Successs/ Strengths

1 Designation as a National Register Historic District
Allston Village was listed as a National Register Historic DistdiéBigy affirming both the
significance of the district and the dedication of area groups and individuals who pushed for
the designation. The district now has an excellent compendium of historical information,
which has been the basis for much of this casebdwalpter.

I  Strong individual interest in maintaiimg buildings and historic structures
Several owners have gone to great lengths to take care of their buildings. This includes the
Big City/Sunset Grill buildinglong withmany of the buildings along Brigihtt Avenuesuch
as the one that housdsternational Bicycle

1 Good Infill development
¢CKS o0dzZAfRAY3 F2N¥SNI & K2dzaAy3d al NI@Qa [ Al dz2 N&
building, which sits at the busy corner of Harvard and Commonwealth Averagaced an
older building that burned to the ground.

9 Strong Neighborhood Retail Environment
Allston has a strong markand a great deal of potential consumers living within the direct
commercial district area. A recent example has been thatrbfinOultfitters, a strong
national retail store that targets college aged and trendy 20 somethgajsctingthe
Allston Village districlor their third Boston store. Thidemonstrates that the Main Street
organization hasucceeded in making Allston Villagemmercially strong enough to be an
attractive retailmarke® LG | f &2 &2t ARA Fas§placditiaSs RA &G NA OG Qa 1
fashionable andfunky® ¢

1 Rehabilitation at 113 Brighton Avenue
The second floor of this building has new and renovated offieeeswhich fills a need in
the neighborhood.
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District Challenges

1 Considerable and Frequent Transition
The &rge student population in district means there is a lot of transition and very little
owner occupancy. Most residentiahitsin and aroundthe districtare rental with agreat
dealof turnover, meaning that there is less investment than in places where housing stock
has longer term residents who may own their units or houses.

 Low voter turnout
The Allston Village area featurestb@ largeimmigrantand studentpopulation, generally
makingthis is a low voting district. Thiseates a twefold problem it is hard to get a pulse
on what the district wants/stands for, and it can be widely ignored by those in the position
to deliver services to the district. The area is dominated by the voting bloc in the
neighborhood north of the turnpike, which is a very different group of citizens than those
who live, work and use Allston Village.

1 Absentee or disinterested landlords
The Main Seet organization reported in 2009 that there is an issue with absentee
landlords, both of commercial and residential buildings. According to then Executive
Director Katie Reed, amy f I y Rf 2 Nie &ieafRy2ayidihile many of them do take good
careof KSANJ 6dzAf RAy3azr iGKSe NS RA&AGNIOGSR o6& 20K:¢
necessarily invest a lot of time in the district as a whole.

9 Trash andrash disposal
The streets are frequently littered, although thain Streets organization was able to
secure several new trashcans recently. The organization is also dealing with the dumpsters
behind and next to businesses. There is also a need to address graffiti.

9 Lack of parking
Parking is always one of the top concerns of the business community here. There are
virtually no public parking lots in the distrieind it can be difficult to find parking along the
busy/congested avenues.

District Recommendations

1 Plan forthe future of the historic node at the intersection of Harvard Avenue, Cambridge
Street and Franklin Street
While Allston Village has a great deal of historic buildings throughout the district, the most
significant area reflects the first era of permanent commerd@ielopment in Allston. This
node contains several important historic buildings that are currently underused and in need
of restoration. The thoughtful rehabilitation of Allston Hall, the Shepard/Longfellow Block,
the Chester Block and the continued mainéace of the Allston Depot (a Boston Landmark)
will make this area a commercial powerhouse, potentially attracting strong businesses,
restaurants, and a more varied consumer base from throughout the red@ibough just
outside this node, the Allston Fifation is close in proximity and is another huge historic
preservation development opportunityhe buildings are already listed on the National
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Register of Historic Places, and therefore qualify for State and Federal Historic Tax Credits,
which will allav developers to preserve the structures successfully.

1 Engage Harvard University, Boston University and Boston College in planning for the
future of the district at large, but particularly the historic node listed above
These educational institutions already have left their mark on the district through their close
proximity and development projects that are getting closer and closer to the commercial
district. Many students from all three schools already live in and at@ltston Village, and
it is likely that more will make Allston their home in future years, particularly with Harvard,
whose growing business school is nearly adjacent to the district. Harvard has also been
greatly expanding their Allston real estate holgé over the past decade, which will have a
significant impact on the district in coming years. While relations with these large
educational institutions can at times prove to be difficult, the future of the district will be
greatly affected by their devepment plans. With much of these plans currently on hold,
y2¢g A& | 3A22R GAYS G2 RAaOdzaa LIXFyYyyAy3d gAldK (K
departments.

9 Guidelines for property owners
Allston Village Main Streets established district design guidelinéiB000s that were
meant toguide property owners as they undake building improvements. These guidelines
took special notice of district design characteristics and the strength of the industrial
building types in the aredVe recommend that thesguidelines are revisited , updateaind
reinforced within the district.

9 Preservation education
When property owners of historic buildings begin to plan changes to their buildings,
encourage them to meet witllston VillageMain Street and with Historic Bton
Incorporated. Certain resources are available to them, including design assistance, advice,
and possibly financial support through grants, loans or tax credits.



Commercial Caseboolliston Village
Historic Boston Incorporated, 2015

Preservation Opportunities

There are several properties that could benefit from oeation and renovation. This would help
bring additional positive attention to the district and spur further neighborhood development.
Details of each building are belamd further information can be found throughout this casebook
chapter.

NAME ADDRESS APPOX. YEAR BUILT

1. Allston Depot Franklin/Cambridge 1895

Streets

2. Allston Hall Franklin Street 1890

3. Shepard/Longfellow Block Franklin Street 1880

4. Chester Block Cambridge Street 1876

5. Harvard Avenue Fire Station 10-16 Harvard Avenue 1890

6. Allen Building Cambridge Street 1897

7. Gordon Building Harvard Avenue 1915
Methodology

The properties in this chapter of the Commercial Casebook were chosen to represent the

opportunities for historic preservation in this commercial district. By including them in this

Casebook, we have identified them as places that are historically, astthvitdly or culturally

significant to this district. The selected buildings and resources deserve attention, interpretation,
LIN2GSOGA2YS YR (G2 06S02YS LINIL 2F I RAAUNAROOIQA 20

Sources:
1 BrightonrAllston HistoricaSociety website
1 A Record of the Streets, Alleys, Places,intthe City of Boston by Boston (Mass.). Board of
Street Commissioners, 1910
1 National Register Nomination, Boston Landmarks Commission, prepared by Edward Gordon,
1994
Boston Landmarks Commiiss Building Information Forms
Allston Village Main Street Website
1999 HBI Casebook
Boston Redevelopment Authority 2000 census reports
Interviews with Allston Village Main Street staff and Design and Economic Development
committees

=A =4 =4 =8 =9
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Chester Block 381-387 Cambridge Street

SITE INFORMATION

Address:373-391 Cambridge Street

(Listed as 391 Cambridge StreetAssessing

Records)

Neighborhood:Allston/Brighton

Main Street District:Allston Village

Owner: Vevsacor Realty LLC

Property Type:Residential/Commercial

Lot SizeB8550 sq ft

Approximate Building Siz&25,650square feet

Parcel Number2201850000

Ward: 22

Assessment (2009): Land $674,400
Building $2,071,100
Total $2,745,500
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SIGNIFICANCE:

This Queen Anne commercial block &tpof the "Cambridge
Crossing" / Allston Square area, a collection of post depot
Late Victorian commercial blocks at the northwest corner
Cambridge and Franklin streets.was built for the developer
W.R. Chester between 1876 and 1885.

The Chester Block represerts
rare example of Franz Joseph
Untersee'scommercial/residential
work with his design for the 1892
nine bay addition (the western
third of the building). The Swiss
born Untersee was a well known
architect primarily known for
ecclesiastical architecture

During the late 19th and early 20th century, the Chester BI
housed Staples and Towse Apothecaries and Holman's
Good Store.In the 1940s and 50s, this block's commerc
concerns included the Royal Cafe, William B. Fitzgerald, t§
Handi Sales Coand the Allston News Co and Aema Electric
and Wesley W. Gould, plumbers.

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:
The Chester Block, the earliest existing commergi
building in the district, is also probably the be
preserved. Many of the stes retain their early glass an
wood panel doors as well as the cast iron paneled pi
that frame the individual storefronts. The building alg
has a history of retaining strong anchor tenants on t
ground floor, with infrequent turnover. There arg
reddential apartments on the upper floors. There are al
rumors that a gin mill existed in the basement durin
prohibition, which surfaced again recentlgfter the
discovery of a large collection of old bottles in the
basement underneath the 379 Club Barlsvop.

The building supports four large billboards, which are likely to be a signifi
cash stream. Although it is not a major concern of Allston Village Main St
aesthetically right now, the billboards could be causing structural dama
The buildng is currently for sale.

PRESERVATION STRATEGY:

1 Meetwith owner to learn more about financial situation and any
debt that might be on the building, as well as the current asking pr|
and rent roll for the property.

1 Investigate whether or not the donation of an easement to HBI coy
be of value tahe current orafuture owner interested in
rehabilitation of the building

9 Assistthe current orafuture owner increating arehabilitation plan
throughthe development ofa feasibility analysishowing howto use
historic tax credit@and providingeconomic evidence that
rehabilitation will produce better returns.
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Shepard/Longfellow Block

4 Franklin Street

SITE INFORMATION

Address4 Franklin Street
Neighborhood:Allston/Brighton

Main Street District:Allston Village

Owner: Jack Young and Irwin H. Young Trustees
Property Type:Industrial

Lot Size3209 sq ft

Approximate Building Size,600 square feet
Parcel Number2201856000

Ward: 22

Assessment (2009): Land $107,400
Building $ 256,600
Total $ 364,000

Tax: $4,805.25

w
>
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

Date Built:1880
Architect: Frank Shepard
Designations Contributing Building to the Harvard Avenue National Register Historic District

SIGNIFICANCE:

Part of the early development of Allston
Square, The Shepatangfellow Building at
4-8 Franklin Street was built in 1880, and was
likely designed by architect/developer Frank
Shepard.

Shepard and W.R. Chester owned several B
parcek of land between Cambridge Street
and the railroad trackdtis thought that the
partners developed the land and Shepard
designed both 8 Franklin Street and the
eastern section of the adjacent Chester Block
in 1876. Both buildings are three story brick
multi-use blocks with decorative angled
bricks just belovihe cornice line. The
ShepardLongfellow Block also shares its
northern party wall with the Allston Hall
Building, which was built about twenty years|
later.

In the late 19th and early #0century, the building
was owned lp Henry W. Longfellow, who was likely
the cousin of the great Cambridge poet Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow. Longfellow owned a grocs
store at the street level and resided in the upper

All three buildings (Chester, Shepanad .
stories for many years.

Allston Hall) replaced earlier wood frame
buildings that had been constructed just aftg
the civil war.

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:

Like Allston Hall, the Shepakengfellow Block is currently used for storage for auto parts by a local
owner, the Jack Young Compamjich has officeg the nearby Allen Building (also included in the
Commercial CasebookT.he first floor is covered wi permastone , which has significantly altered

the appearance of the building. The first floor windows and doors are blocked off. It is likely that the
ShepardLongfellow Block and Allston Hall have an interior connection, since they are owned by the
same person and have the same use. The windows are bricked over and presently serve as a canvas
for a lively mural (see article).

As with the other properties owned by the Jack Young Company in the district, the situation with
this building might change the coming years. As the trucking industry has changed and similar
auto and truck supply companies and warehouses have been established throughout New England,
the future of the Jack Young Company in this location is in question. There is a podsétititye t

owner will look to relocate their business outside of the city in the coming years, which will result in
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several large historic buildings coming online at once. The ownership shifted from Jack Young to his
son, Irwin Young, upon his death in 2000.

PRESERVATION STRATEGY:

1 The Shepard Longfellow block should be considered in the context of both its adjoining
propertiesand as part of thddack Young Company property holdings in the district. Any
project that would take place here would be in conjunatiwith Allston Hall.

1 More research should be conducted on the Shepard Longfellow Block and how it has
evolved over time. Specifically, it would be helpful to better understand the physical
condition of the interior of the building and how it is connett® Allston Hall.

9 Historic Boston can offer to complete a feasibility study for future owners and/or Allston
Village Main Streets order to define a preservaticbased reuse strategy appealing to the
owners.
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Allston Hall

10-12 Franklin Street

SITE INFORMATION

Address:10-12 Franklin Street

(4 Braintree Street, according to assessing records)

Neighborhood:Allston/Brighton

Main Street District:Allston Village

Owner: Jack Young Trustees

Property Type:

Lot Size3266 Sq. Feet

Approximate Building Size:

Parcel Number2201855000

Ward: 22

Zoning:Industrial

Assessment (2009): Land $212,500
Buildimg $336,000

Total $548,500
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

Date Built:1890

Architect: Frank Shepard
Designations Contributing Building to
the Harvard Avenue National Register
Historic District

SIGNIFICANCE:

Located at 1612 Franklin Street, the
Allston Hall block faces the Allston
Depot and is part of the early
transportation oriented development
area of Allston. Rising to a height of 3.
stories, this brick Queen Anne, mansarg
style rectangular structure pegsses a
sevenbay main facade with ten bays
along Braintree Street.

The building was built in 1890 for Allston book publish
and real estate magnate Samuel Hano, who develope
housing and laid out streets northwest of the district.
During his financial rise, Hano developed plans for the|
AllstonHall building, which would house the Newton
Savings Bank on the first floor, a meeting hall on the
second floor, and residential apartments on the third
and fourth floors.

rDuring the early 20th centuryhe
Allston Hall Blockontained the real
estate offices of Taft and Waite. The
second floor hall space was used for
events and meetings through the
middle of the 20th century.

LIV

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:

This building is currently being used a&s a
automotive/trucking parts warehouse by the Jack Young
Companywhich hasffices in the nearby Allen Building %
(and is also included in the Commercial Casebook). As t
trucking industry has changed and similar auto and truck
supply companies and warehashave been established
throughout New England, the future of the Jack Young
Company in this location is in question. There is a
possibility that the owner will look to relocate the
business outside of the city in the coming years, which
will result in several large historic buildings coming onli
at once.The windows are bricked over and presently
serve as a canvas for a lively mura
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PRESERVATION STRATEGY:
1 The Allston Hall btk should be considered in the context of both its adjoining properties

(internal connection with Shepard Longfellow block), but also as part of a larger ownership
context within the Jack Young Company property holdings in the district. Any project that
would take place here would be in conjunction with the Shepard Longfellow block.

1 It would be helpful to better understand the physical condition of the interior of the building
and how it is connected to the Shepard Longfellow block.

1 Allston Village Maint&ets should position themselves to be a resource for future potential
owners from a market standpoint.

9 Historic Boston could offer technical assistance to future owners, as well as help pulling
together funding sources.
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Allston Depot

353 Cambridge Street

SITE INFORMATION

Address:353 Cambridge Street

(15 Franklin according to assessing records)
Neighborhood:Allston/Brighton

Main Street District:Allston Village
Owner:Depot Realty Group (Arcand family)

Lot Size25470 sq ft

Zoning:Commercial

Assessment (2009): Land $813,500
Building $973,500

Total $1,787,000
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

Date Built:1886:1887

Architect: Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge.

DesignationsThe Depot has been a Boston Landmark since 1997 and is a contributing building to
the Harvard Avenue National Register District.

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Allston Depot was built in 188887 by Henry

Hobson Richardson's successor firm, Shepley, Rutan
and Coolidge. In 1881, the Boston & Albany Railroad
began the construction of stations on the main line :}vf‘w\
serve the commuter traffic generated by villagesh ;
as Allston Depot. Richardson received several
commissions for commuter stations, of which the
Auburndale, Newton station was the first, beginning s =
in February 1881. The Allston Depot is one of the fejiiin
surviving B&A stations built during the 1880s; inofs [
these depots were torn down when the
Massachusetts Turnpike was extended through
Brighton and Newton during the early 1960s. The :

buiding became a restaurant in 1972, when the | [1e 1S oepe es assppeared oot 1900 e
Arcand family (who own other longtime Allston owned, including the depot, car repair shognd paint
businesses), opened a steaklse in the station. shop.Source: Brightomliston Historical Society

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:

Allston Depot is currentlg restaurant and bacalled Pizzeria Regina. Up until recently, it had been
the Sports Depot restaurant and sports bétrhas a strong presence on the Mass Pike and @nsch

this end of Allston Village. The owners have added a few small additions over the years to support

the restaurant use, including a caboose train car. The station platform has been enclosed to expand
GKS NBall dzNI yiQa aSt (skhg eom@uterdnildrainitdacks. | YR RANBOGE & I

PRESERVATION STRATEGY:

1 The Allston Depot is both protected (by being a Boston Landmark) and is being well used (as

a sports bar/restaurant). However, the building could be better maintaihkdure owners

FTdzA £ @ dzyRSNEGFIYR (GKS o0dAft RAYIQEA AAIYATAOIYyOSO

nearby Allston Hall/Shepard Longfellow and Chester Blocks could raise the value of the
Depot building. A future owner or group of owners could work tbgeto develop this
historic node into a cohesive entertainment sdistrict.

9 Historic Boston can work with present or future owners to creapeeservationprogram
forthe buildingh y 2 NRSNJ 42 NBau2NB SftSYSydamiegT (K
couldalso nclude the historic Olmstedesigned landscape that has been lusthe
expansion of thgarking lot and other changes. A future or the current owner might be

S

0 dzA f
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reflect the past while serving present consumer needs.
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1 The preservation community should generally advocate for thisagttethe Boston
Redevelopment Authoritand those around it in order to best connect these historic
resources to the futur@mew developments from Harvard Universiya b 2 NIIK ! £ f A3 2y
expansion.

The Allston Depot area as it appeared about
1900. The structures lining both sides of the
track were railroadowned, inluding the
depot, car repair shopand paint shop.
Source: Bghton-Allston Historical Society

Source: Brightoliston Historical Society
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Allen Buildirg

SITE INFORMATION

Updated: November 9, 2009
Address:334 Cambridge Street
Neighborhood:Allston/Brighton

Main Street District:Allston Village
Owner: Jack Young Trust

Property Type: Residential/lCommercial
Lot Size16491 sq ft
Approximate Building Size84,000 sq ft.
Parcel Number:2100675010

344 Cambridge Street

Ward: 21

Assessment (2009): Land $1,473,800
Building $2,202,700
Total $ 3,676,500
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