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Uphams Corner/Everett Square

Introduction to District

Located in the northern section of the Dorchester neighborhood of the city of Boston,

LK YQa / 2 Ny SNJ and hidtoyicallsiydiisant éotndeéraaNdisttict tBat

forms an urban centeifor several surrounding residential neighborhoods. Although

P LIKEFYQa / 2NYSNIKFa F £2y3 KAaAd2NE 2F O2YYSNK
buildings extant today are from thate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The

district features churches, banks, apaent buildings, onestory andmulti-level

commercial buildings, warehouses, a municipal building, a former movie theatre, a

burying ground, a fire statioand vacantots.

District Layout and Boundaries

L LIK | Y Q4 lied a2 thgei®9dihg of two major thoroughfar&@olumbia Roada busy

thoroughfare thatlinks the Columbia Poirsind UMass Boston Campus to the Blue Hill
AvenueandCNJ y 1 f Ay tIFN] aSOGAzya 2F .2adG2yX Aa (F
Corner commercial districtThe secondary corridor is Dudley/Stoughton Street, which

crosses Columbia Road near the center of the district. This street links the district with

Roxoury to the north and the Savin Hill neighborhoodDadrchesterto the south.

The commercial area includes the section of Columbia Road from Bird Street to Holden
Streetand itextends dowrColumbia Road to Edward Everett Square.
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The commercial distri€ southern boundary isust below Columbia Road on Stoughton
Street The northern terminus is thEairmount commuter railroad tracks and the

I LIK | Y Q& CamghNey Bail statiariThe district also includes the section of Hancock
Street from Columbia Road Whittemore Terrace.

| AAG2NRAOIE bIENNY¥GAGS 2F | LKIFYQa [/ 2NYSNJ

A Cemeteryand Commercial Development

The town of Dorchester was settled in the 1630s by a group from Dorset County in

western England. This suieighborhood of Dorchester has been calledsbyeral

names ovethe pastfour centuriesstarting withCemetery Corner, so named for the
Dorchester North Burying Grougd 9 4G+ 6f AAKSR Ay wmMconX AU &I &
and remainedhe only burying ground in Dorchester until 1819.

As the northern section of
Dorchester became more
populated, the area surrounding
the Burying Ground became a
residential and commerciaenter.
In 1804, Amos Upham established =&
a dry goods store on the corner of =
what is now Columbia Road and
Dudley Street. The store was an
integral part of the square, and the
area took on the name of s P i DT
G LIKFYQa / 2NYSNE_32YS{OAYS
during the early 19 century. The Figure 1 1899, The Widening and Expansion of
store remained in businegbrough Columbia Road at Edward Everett Square (Source:
three generations of the Upham | ¢ Dorehesterthenacum

family until the mid 1890s, when
the federal style store building was replaced by the brick and granite Columbia Square
Building.

Expanded Roads link Castle Island to Franklin Park

Towards the end of the nineteenthcentyfy KS RAAUONROG (221 2y GKS vy
{ljdzZ- NBé¢ | yR 61 & ¢ I & 6&ht@atldses. Thaln®KnaBefike§y 2 YS wm b
referred to the important presence of Columbia Road after its expansion and widening

in 1897. The project joined th&trandwaywhich ran from Castle Island to Columbus

Park in South Bostonvith the Dorchester Parkwayvhich ran from Marine Park to

Edward Everett Square. The Dorchester Parkwaynsatdinked to what was then

called Boston8NB Si 2 6KAOK NIy FNRY 9RgINR 9OSNBGG
it then met Columbia Road. Together, the four roadways created the newly widened



I 2YYSNOALFE /1 aS6221Y ! LKIYQa / 2N}y SNJ
Historic Boston Incorporate@015

and expanded Columbia Road, which connected Castle Island to Franklin Park. During

this transition, Colurhia Road also took on a more pdike character as it becanan

extension of theEmerald Necklace systeimrming asouthern crescent. Today, while

GKSNBE FNBE adAtf a2YS NBEFTSNByOSa (GESGRSALNBDI
widely known ast | LIKI YQ&® ¢/ 2 NY S NJ

Commercial Expansion Overtakes Residential Use

¢tKS SELI yarzy 2F [/ 2fdzYoAl w2l R a2t ARAFASR
PyaAt GKFEG GAYSZT GKS ! LKFYQa / 2NYySN ySAIK
residential homes and elasiastical and commercial buildings. The area was also a hub

for transportation as several trolley and rail lines serviced the district, bringing shoppers

and workers from various neighborhoods. In the first few decades of the twentieth

century, the larg@ homes that lined Columbia Road in the district were replaced by
O2YYSNOALFE o0daAfRAY3IE gAGK akKz2LAXI GKSIFIONBa Iy
mostly commercial feel, while the surrounding neighborhoods of Virginia/Monadnock

Street and Jones Hikktained their suburban, Victorian feel.

In the last decade of the nineteenth century and in the first few decades of the
GoSYGASGIK OSyiddzNEXZ | LIKFYQa / 2NYSNJI SELISNASyYy OS
center. New buildings constructed around thiste include

The yellowbrick Wheelock Hall, 1890, 5562
Columbia Road,;

The Neeclassic brick and granite Columbia
Square Building, mid 1890s, 584 Columbia Road

The Pierce Building, 1904, 592 Columbia Road; £4

The curved foustory brick and granite Gegian \
Revival Municipal Building, 1902, 500 Columbia
Road,;

The New England Telegraph and Telephone =
Company offices, 1920s, 516 Columbia Road. This?
odzAft RAy3 gL & tFGSNI oSOF
YSOAYQa [/ KdzZNOK ' yR { OK
Nov 11, 1911. Dorchester Station, Boston. With one cent stamp. O
verso: Pub. byPutnam Art Co., Grove Hall, Boston (Source:

Dorchester Athenaeum)

The Romanesque Pilgri@ongregational Church,
1893, 540 Columbia Road.

The Columbia Square and Pierce Buildings form a strong architectural presence as the
I GSsl & 2 CareScommelfiddidriotd The Municipal building, which
features an indooswimming pool, has seed in various public capacities for more than

a century. It is currentlysed as a branch of the Boston Public Librahgalth center
andacommunity center
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Rounding the corner up Dudley Street, many of the one to-$tewy commercial
buildings appeato have been constructed during this period, as were the striking
apartment buildings found near the northern boundary of the district. Whilechof

this area appears to have been part of larger estates and farmulodivision
throughout much of the meteenth century led to the more urban feel that we
recognize today. The construction of the sophisticated Monadnock and the Denmark
Apartment buildings, which were built in the 1890s, marked the height of apartment
living. Likewise, there was a massit@tof use across the street from these apartment
buildings in the first decades of the twentieth century when the Humphreys family
whichwho had lived on that land since 163ubdivided and sold large amounts of
farmland for both housing and for the mstruction of a five to sevestory hulking
Dorchester Fireproof Storage Building. After coexisting for a few years, the Humphreys
house was demolished in 1917.

Modern UphanQa / 2 Ny7 NJ, /g
Emerges O

With the area experiencing &
commercial success during thel#
first decades of the twentieth
century, banks and
entertainment venues began
to spring up along Columbia §!
Road. In 1918, the Dorcheste &
Trust Company was budt
555 Columbia Road front of
the ClapDwyer mansion e g eE s

OSIAYYAY3I 012 T uz2RIFeQa

streetscape. On the other end| Figure 3 Clayer House, location of the Strand Theataed

of the same block, the terra Dorchester Trust Company today (Source: Dorchester Athenaeum)

cotta, arched fagade Strand
Theatre was also built in 198 543 Columbia Roa®esignedy Funk & Wilcox, the
Strand was one of the first purpodiilt movie theatres in the city of Boston. In 1930,
the district gained another large bank building; the Art Moderne styled Dorchester
Savings Bandt 572 Columbia Road.

Theemergenceof the Cifino Market marked one of the most important shifts in the
RSOSt2LIYSY(l KAAOG2BUBMA ZFTMPUIKE YRES/ 2 NIKKS XNI2a / 2 NY
Buildingat 610-618 Columbia Road was the firste@gl 2 L) & & dzZLISNX I NJ S ¢ Ay
one of the first in the countryThe market, which featured a parking lot behind the

building, became extremely popular and had a large diversity of products and of

customers.
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After World War 11, the neighborhood began a period of slow decline, along with most
other commercial district within Boston and across the country as many city residents
relocated to the suburbs. During the 1950s the pbkk character of Columbia Road lost
its park median strip and trolley lines in favor of more traffic lanes, allowing for heavier
and faster noving traffic, resulting in a further degradation of the bustling pedestrian
commercial district.

Neighborhood Context

N

PLIKEFYQa / 2NYSNI Aa t20FGSR Awhichisk 8 ayi 2 NMRESNY a
largest and most populous neighborhood located te 8outh of the central business

districtd ! LIK I Y QsZouhd2asyyfHe Ndighborhoodof Roxbury and Mattapan to

the north and west and the towns of Milton and Quincy to the west and south.

LK YQa / 2N SNI A& | OOSaEaAh éMBIA e®ingltbdzaréak O (1 NI y 3
with several bus lines with terminuses at Dudley Square, Forest Hills, Andrew Square

and Fields Corner. A commuter rail station served by the Fairmount line is located at the

northern end of the district on Dudley Streén. the nea future, this will become part of

the Indigo Line, which will operate much like the other MBTA subway lines, and less like

a commuter rail.

¢CKS ''LKIFIYQ&a / 2NYSNI O2YYSNODAIET RAAGNAROG Aa ad
Jones Hill, VirginiMonadnock, TruliGlenda¢, and Humphreys/East Cottage Street

areas. These neighborhoods, particularly Jones Hill and the Virginia/Monadnock area

feature high quality Victorian single family and mufidtimily homes. There are also many

examples of the vernacular triple decker apartment building found throughout all four
neighborhoods, some of which are finely ornamented

District Demographics

Demographic information, (which is derived from the 2000 census and based on the

Hnnp YN]SO Fylrfeara F2dzyR 2y (0KS ! LKIFYQa / 2
GKS 52NOKSa0GSNI b2NIK aSOuAzy 2F . 2302y 6KSN
populatedarea with a wide range of income and race. More than 54,000 people live

GAUGKAY 2yS YAES 2F GKS ! Lipleséingn mixoNy SNJ O2 YY SN
cultures including Cape Verdean, Haitian, African American, Caucasian, Hispanic, Asian
populations. @ GKS L2 LMz  GA2Yy GAGKAY | YAES 2F ! LKI
America, 22% Caucasian, and 19% Hispanic. Census data shows that compared to the

rest of Boston, a higher rate of residents within the Dorchester North area live below

the poverty ling(20.8% in Dorchester North versus 19.4% across all Boston
YSAIKO2NK22Ra0 FYR FTNB dzySYLX 28SR o0gpdcsz> O2Y
in 2000).
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Neighborhood Challenges

{GFNIAY3I Ay (GKS YARRES 27F (KS nidheniibdanS i K
commercial centers in Boston and nationwjtegan to experience a period of general
decline.

While many residents left cities for the suburbs, many of those who stayed behind also
adjusted the way that they use their urban commercialmiiss. As automobile culture
took hold, more people began to shop further afield at shopping malls and supermarket
centers. Neighborhood commercial districts began to see more and more vacancies,
both at street level and in the upper stories of commerbialdings that traditionally

had held residential apartments or office space.

Vacant commercial space, particularly in the upper storiégacant upper story space,
particularly in large, significant buildings like the Columbia Square Building ak@xhe

Hall building, is a longtanding issue in the district. These buildings are historically
significant and serve as the backbone of the district. With these spaces occupied, there
would be more eyes on the street, greater density, and make the buildimge

valuable, allowing the owners to maintain the structures. While the district does not
suffer from many vacancies along busy Columbia Road, there are a few empty
storefronts along Dudley Street. The large Dorchester Storage Building has been vacant
for many years, making that end of the district feel desolate.

Lack of a cohesive marke#Vhile there are several strong residential neighborhoods
surrounding the Upha® Corner commercial distridhe district lacks services to meet

the needs of those residents. The district also suffers from a reputation of being
dangerous, and while by and large that is not the case, Dudley Street can feel unsafe at
times, and there have been reports of crime ajadhe Dudley Street corridof.he new

Kroc Center, located just to the north of the district, should have a positive effect on this
issue on Dudley Street.

Public Transportation Inefficiencied KAt S | LIKI YQ&a / 2N} SNJ A &
the commute rail, the lack of a direct and quick subway larel obvious parkinghay
be a hindrance to finding new consumers.

Neighborhood PerceptionAs stated above here is aroutside perception that the area

is rundown and dangerous. In reality, while theseagenerallack of economic
opportunities in the district, positive developments have taken place and more change
is on the horizon.

Neighborhood Success Stories
Leadership from area neprofit organizations and neighborhood groups has also played

ake NRtS tSIFIRAY3 ! LKFYQa /2NYySNI 2 | ySs

these projects are:

OSy i

St ¢



I 2YYSNOALFE /1 aS6221Y ! LKIYQa / 2N}y SNJ
Historic Boston Incorporate@015

T ! LKFYQa [/ 2NJY S NINawAdntk DevelaprhentfCargotion worked
with the local community to craft a rase plan for the longbandoned 70,000
square foot building, including new retail and commercial space with 45 apartments
for low income families and formerly homelesseasisl Completed in 2001, this
complex project required two separate special purpose limited partnerships, a
complex condominium structure, and a total of thirteen separate sources of debt
and equity financing.

1 Pierce BuildingThe four story Classical ®eal Pierce Building was rehabilitated in
1985 by the Dorchester Bay Economic Development Corporation.

9 The Strand TheatreThe Strand closed in the late 1960s in a bad state of disrepair.
In the early 1970s, the City of Boston took the Strand by emidemtain and began
the long journey of rehabilitating and bringing life back to the Strand Theatre. The
Strand reopened in 1979 and entered into a 25 year agreement with the M. Harriet
McCormick Center for the Arts. After that agreement expired, the Gityenkey
upgrades to the building, made it handicapped accessible, and replaced the seats.
Phases of renovation have been completed, but there is a need for more restoration
and an expectation that the governance structure will be reformed over the next
few years. The Strand is owned by the Department of Neighborhood Development,
managed by Department of Arts and Tourism and maintained by Facilities
Department. More funds need to be raised, which is under the purview of the
CSadAgdrta . 2 NRidStreddad otherdaeight®iNdéEskikeholders
hope that a program manager will be hired to focus solely on the Theatre and its

future.
1 BrothersMarket! F¥S¢ &SINAR 323 ! LKIYQa / 2NYySNI f2a
' YSNRAOIF Q& C22R . I &l Bothbn Dudey Suféet &n8 Withinthe f | NBS K

community. In 2009, a CVS planned to move into the old Food Basket space and
agreed to the stipulation that it would support the opening of a food market in the
adjacent space once occupied by a liquor store. Som,dhe locally owned
Brothers Market mintchain opened up in that space, and appears to be successful in
its early years. This was a major project for Dorchester Bay Economic Development
I 2NLI2 NI GA2Y YR F2NJ ! LKFYQa plojgcNdasSthed al Ay  { G N
widening of Belden Street, to allow for safe and quick deliveries and car traffic.
1 Kroc CenterWhile the construction of the Salvation Army Kroc community center
has been long stalled and has experienced some starts and stops, it cffrmally
moving forward and is currently under construction. The Kroc Center, which is being
odzAf G 2y I fFNHBS LI NOSt 2F fFyR 2dzad y2NIK
station, will provide early education, evening classes, daycare, a fithess camder,
other activities to support the community.
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Recent investment in nearby residential communitiekike many other areas of Dorchester,

there has been a surge in investment in the residential communities over the past decade.

However, the commercial districts have remained mostly uad#ized by some of these new

residents. Certain neighborhood grmos or areanodJNR FA G 2 NABIF yYAT F A2y as &dzOK
Corner Main Street, has made significant progress in engaging residents from nearby

neighborhoods to be active and play a role in revitalizing the commercial district. More of this

type of work needsd occur to bring forth a new attitude about using local commercial districts.

District Recommendations

1 Create a\ational Register district
LKL YQa / 2Ny SNJ A& "eentdhyNBrmierci@ éentef inth&StheB T | m
quickly growing town of Dorchesteilhe district grew up around the 1630s Dorchester
North Burying Ground and the early homes and shops of the original settlers in the area.
As the area became more developed and skdy settled, the area around the Burying
DNRdzyR 6SOFYS | O2YYSNDAIf OSYGdSNE o6F &SR | NB
the corner of Columbia Road and Dudley Street. The district grew soon three to four
story brick buildings were builtto meetthérSRa 2F (G KS 3IANR gAYy I LI2 Lz |
Corner is likely to be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic FPlaee.
benefits for this district nomination (and successive designation) would be to document
GKS | NBI Q& KA & bandégosuilfolitye histadt igBubckd inittHe area,
and to gain easy access to the use of historic tax credits, which could be used for
rehabilitation projects for these contributing buildings.

1 Develop plans for vacant commercial space
Work with ownergo create plans for empty commercial space. The Dorchester Storage
Building and the Columbia Road Comfort Station will likely require preservation
rehabilitation projects, but should be paof a larger district planOccupying theracant
upper stories athe Columbia Square Building and Fox Bialvital pieces of overall
district success.

1 CreateGuidelines for property owners
Establish district design guidelines that can guide property owners as they undertake
building improvements. Take special notafedistrict design characteristics and the
strength of the industrial building types in the area.

91 Educate Property Owners, Business Owners and Residents about Preservation tools
When property owners of historic buildings begin to plan changes to thditibgs,
encourage them to meet with Egleston Square Main Street and with Historic Boston
Incorporated. Certain resources are available to them, including design assistance,
advice, and possibly financial support through grants, loans or tax credits.

1 Include Historic Preservation in Zoning and other City Planning Efforts
In 2011, the Boston Redevelopment Authority will startdrg y Ay 3 LINRPOSaa Ay | L
Corner and the surrounding area. Look to other recentlgored neighborhoods, such
as Roslindale andyide Park (in process) to see how the preservation of historic
resources has increasingly become part of the planning language.
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Opportunities for Preservation:

There are several properties that could benefit from restoration and renovation. This Wweldd

bring additional positive attention to the district and spur further neighborhood development.

Details of each building are belamd further information can be found throughout this
casebook chapter.

NAME ADDRESS APPOX. YEAR BUIL
DorchestemMNorth Burying Ground Columbia Road 1630
Wheelock Livery Building 525531 Columbia Pre 1874

Road
Wheelock Hall/Fox Hall 558 Columbia Road 1890
Pilgrim Church 540 Columbia Road 1893
Columbia Square Building 767 Dudley Street 1895
Comfort Station(adjacent to Burying| 611 Columbia Road 1912
Ground)
Dorchester Storage Building (next t¢ 55 Humphreys Street 1915

Commuter Rail Station)

Methodology:

The properties in this chapter of the Commercial Casebook were chosen to represent the
opportunities for historic preservation in this commercial district. By including them in this
Casebook, we have identified them as places that are historically, artthvisdly or culturally
significant to this district. The selected buildings and resources deserve attention,

AVOSNIINBGFGA2ys LINRGSOGA2YS YR (G2 6502YS

revitalization.

Sources:
9 The Dorchester Athenaeum Wsite fvwww.dorchesteratheneum.orng

LJF

1 A Record of the Streets, Alleys, Places, etc in the City of Boston by Boston (Mass.). Board

of Street Commissioners, 1910

NJIi

T !'LKFYQa / 2NYSNI ! NBI  C2 NIE prep@et by2Edwafd Y RY | NJ &

Gordon, 1994

Boston Landmarks Commission Building Information Forms (October, 1977)
LK YQa [/ 2NYSNJalAy {GNBSG 2S0aArds
Boston Redevelopment Authority 2000 census reports

Articles from the Boston Globe, Dorchester Reporter

=A =4 =8 =9

-

-

/


http://www.dorchesteratheneum.org/
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ColumbiaSquare Building

SITE INFORMATION

Address:767 Dudley Street

(also listed as 57888 Columbia Road)
Neighborhood:! LK YQ& / 2 N} SNE
Main Street District] LK YQ& / 2 N}y S|
Owner:Valhallalnc.

Property TypeCommercial/Residential
ApproximateBuilding Size:68,000 sq feet
Lot Size17,700 square feet

Parcel Number1301339000

Ward: 13
Assessment (2005 Land $1,107,200
Building $ 1497.800
Total $ 2,605,000
gy s

Dorchester Lip M
Marth Burying b f
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION:

Date Built:ca. 1895
Architect: unknown
Designations (local, state, federalNo designations, in MACRIS

SIGNIFICANCE:

The fourstory, red brick and granite Classical Revival style Columbia Square Building dominates
i LIK Is ®dner, both by its visible location on the corner of Columbia Road and Dudley Street
and by its powerful curved facade. The Columbia Square Building is located on the site of the

4

PLIKEY FEYAf@Qa CSRSNIf LISNA2R RdfontAiLsBelram 4 12 NB X |
about18000 KS YA R My hna @ ¢ KS ! L@KdwiylanBirak ntheé €ady a4 G2 NB 6|
O2YYSNOAFEf RAAGNARAOGT GKS FrLYAf@Qa ylIYS aSNBBSR | 2

store was replaced in 1884 by a esi@ry brick adl granite structure that reportedly featured
the first electric lights in Dorchester. A few years later, that building acquired three more
stories, transforming the building into what is seen today.

The Columbia Square building was constructed duritime of change in the district: Columbia
Road was being widened and expanded to create a pdrthdziil K a0 2 dzf SO NRXI ¢ g KA OK
better connections to downtown Boston and the Franklin Park section of Dorchester.

The Columbia Square building has a stromdigectural presence, and along with the Pierce
Building, they form the anchors to the commercial district. The first floor consists of storefronts
while the top floor features arched windows. The middle two floors are more understated. The
building alschas a pronounced cornice with widely set dentil pattern along both facades.

l O0O2NRAY3 (2 o0dzZAf RAY3 LISNXAGasE (GKS o60dzAf RAy3aQa dzl
each floor) with retail stores on the first floor in 1916. A 1956 violatioriceanentions the 4

floor space as being used for a Masonic hall and the presence of a Woolworths store on the first.

In the 1970s the space may have been home to the Dudley Street Social club.

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:
The building is in facondition but is underused and seems to chronically suffer from vacancies,
mostly in its upper floors. At times, the upper floors have been used for rehearsal space for the
Chamber Theatre group and offices on the second floor have been used forelectio
2FFAOSEAKkKSIRIdzZ NISNAE® LY NBOSyid &SINERX GKSNB gl 2
on the upper floors of this building, which did not ..

work and now the school no longer exists.

It is thought that one of the reasons why it has
been difficultto find long term tenants for the
upper stories is that the building lacks an operabl
elevator and that various systems need to be
brought up to code. The building currently hosts
many cell phone towers and other cellular
apparatus, some of which is lted within the
elevator shaft.
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PRESERVATION STRATEGY:

1 Conduct research on the office market in the district to better understandotrsistent
vacancy issues in this building. Determine if there is a need for more office space or
better office space.

1 Conduct more research to understand past residential use and configuration of this
building as well as historical significance. This includes answering questions about
whether it was used for an Odd Fellows Hall or a Masonic Hall, whether the Upham
familyran a store from here and what other uses has it had.

1 Explore viable business arrangements between the owners and Historic Boston Inc. that
could lead to the rehabilitation of this building, starting with feasibility study.

1 Determine whether the building a candidate listing on the National Register of Historic
Places.

Figure 1 Photograph of Drawmg pArinted on
p. 42 of Dorchester Old and Newi630-1930,
Courtesy of Dorchester Athenaeum)
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Store.

-“‘ - ' ,-' --;~_< . e s - v -
Figure 2 One story brick and granite commercial

that replaced the Upham Familyds
Anthony Mitchell Sammarco, Images of America series.

(Courtesy of the Dorchester Athenaeum)

Gener al

Figure 3 Photraph ﬁublisﬁeﬁﬁﬁi&ial ﬁ’rogram, Dorchester Day,

Saturday, June 7th, 1913.
(Courtesy of the Dorchester Athenaeum)

7ununsconnmm;s”& : . > \"\" " v:
Figure 4 Uphamés Corner Postcard,
(Courtesy of the Dorchester Athenaeum)
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Wheelock/Fox Hall

SITE INFORMATION

Address: 554562 Columbia Road
Neighborhood:! LK Y Q& / 2 NI S NJ
Main Street District:; LK YQa [/ 2 NJ
Owner: MarianaRealty Corp

Property TypeResidential/Commercial
ApproximateBuilding Size28,000 square feet
Lot Size7588 square feet
ParcelNumber:1301345000

Ward: 13
Assessment (2009): Land $575,100
Building $1,043,900
Total $1619,000
Vi 4
§ &4"%‘\&
e\\‘j'

Carchester
Mo Burying mg
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION: ”3 :
Date Built:ca. 1890 #l
Architect: unknown

Designations (local, state, Federalhone

SIGNIFICANCE:

The fourstory yellow brick, vaguely
Classical Revival commercial block at-554
562 Columbia Road was built as early as
1890, replacing two smaller wood framed
buildings on two separate parcels. Over
time, the building has provided meeting
space for groups a space called variably
Wheelock Hall, the Odd Fellows Hall and
Fox Hall. Wheelock Hall was named in
honor of A.P. Wheelock who operated a
large livery stable across the street at the
corner of Hancock and Columbia Road (53
Columbia Road). Over theass, the
building has been home to several different®
businesses on the first floor, including
9RA&2Y 9fSOGNRO I yR

Today, the four story building features
storefronts including a Metro PCS retall
store, a chiropractic office, and an H & R

Figure 3 Photo of the BowlingAlley on the third floor

Block, on the first floor, a billiards facility o
the second floor, a bowling alley on the
third floor andmeeting hall space on the
fourth floor.

The primary income to the building comes
from the retail stores. However, there is a
small but committed group of billiards and
pool players who frequent the billiard hall.
The pool hall is rarely used; until recently, 3
group of youth used it on the wé&ends,

but this is no longer happening. The fourt
floor isalso seldom usedrhe owner of the
building, Nick Verenis, recently considered
converting it to artist studios. However,  Figure 4 Meeting Hall on the fourth floor

despite marketing the space through the

Dorchester Open studios and withgport from UCMS, he was not able to garner enough artist

interest and has since left the floor vacant. The building has been in the Verenis family for over

50 years. The building is in fair condition and has an active owner.



I 2YYSNOALFE /1 aS6221Y ! LKIYQa / 2N}y SNJ
Historic Boston Incorporate@015

PRESERVATION STRATEGY:
9 Disass the uses and tactics to increase rental opportunities for the upper stories of the
building.
1 Explore the possibility of Historic Boston working with the owner on a feasibility study of
how the upper floors could be used.
f Determine if a rehabilitatiohIN2 2 SOlG 62dZf R 0SS SEOSSR (KS 26y S
eligible for federal tax credits.
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Wheelock Livery Building & Associated buildings
Site Information
Address:525-531 Columbia Roadisted as 519)
Neighborhood:! LK YQ& / 2N})Y SNE
Main Street District] LK Y Q& / 2 N} S NJ
Owner;: OPHIR SHALOM B
Property TypeCommercial
ApproximateBuilding Size39,000 square feet
Lot Size13358sq ft
Parcel Number1301746000
Ward: 13
Assessment (2009): Land $672,265
Building $745,826
Total $1502,334
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