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Allston Village, Allston 
 

 

Introduction to District 
 
Students and Immigrants 
Allston Village is a commercial node located within the larger Allston-Brighton neighborhood in the 
northwestern section of Boston.  The intact neighborhood consists mostly of one to two story 
commercial buildings along the major streets with residential apartment buildings on the secondary 
streets radiating off the avenues. The area is populated by students, recent college graduates and 
several immigrant groups. The district has become a center for international restaurants, including 
cuisines from Japan, Korea, Thailand, India, Burma, Tibet, Brazil and other regions across the world.  
Allston Village, which historically developed around its transportation hub in the late 19th century, 
was the center of the Rock and Roll music scene in the second half of the 20th century and also 
features important signage from the recent past.  

 
District Layout and Boundaries  
Just west of the Back Bay neighborhood of Boston and to the north of the town of Brookline, Allston 
Village is part of the city that juts out in the shape of a peninsula from the central business district. 
The district features three busy commercial streets and is bordered by significant travel arteries 
Commonwealth Avenue, the Massachusetts Turnpike and Storrow Drive.  
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Figure 1 Harvard Avenue near Cambridge 

Street, ca 1910, courtesy of the B-A 

Historical Society 

Harvard Avenue (north-south) 
connects the Allston neighborhood to 
Brookline and Jamaica Plain to the 
south and the turnpike to the north. A 
North Harvard Street extension brings 
cars and buses north to Cambridge and 
Harvard Square. 
Brighton Avenue  (southeast - 
northwest) runs from the Packard’s 
Corner node at Commonwealth Avenue 
and towards Brighton Center to the 
northwest. 
Cambridge Street (northeast - 
southwest) is at the northern edge of 
the district and has a strong relationship with the Massachusetts Turnpike and historically with the 
railroad tracks.  
Commonwealth Avenue, (east - west) a major road connecting Brighton, Brookline and Allston to 
the Back Bay and downtown Boston creates a southern boundary for the district.   
 
Allston Village is well served by the MBTA with access to both light rail and bus service. The Green 
“B” Line and several buses connect Allston to Downtown Boston, Cambridge, Roxbury/Jamaica Plain, 
Brighton, Boston University, Harvard University and Boston College. 
 
 

Historical Narrative 
 
Little Cambridge and Cattle  
Situated along the south bank of the Charles River, 
Allston was first part of Watertown and was legally 
transferred to Cambridge in 1634. The 
Allston/Brighton area was then known as Little 
Cambridge.  The area mostly consisted of large estate 
farms owned by prominent Colonial families, such as 
the Danas, Sparhawks, Griggs and the Gardners, 
names that have lent themselves to street names 
throughout the area.  While nearby Brighton Center 
transformed into the center of the cattle trade and 
slaughter industry during the Revolution, the area 
that is now Allston remained sparsely populated and 
mostly served as grazing lands for Cambridge.  
Despite its rural character, the area also featured one 
of the earliest roads and one of the only connections between Boston and Cambridge. Harvard 
Avenue, which was then called the Roxbury Highway, was part of an eight-mile road system that 
connected travelers from Boston west by way of Boston Neck and into Roxbury,  and then north 
through the Brookline/Muddy River area, Allston, and then finally over the Great Bridge, which was 
constructed over the Charles River in 1662.  
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Within Allston’s commercial district, there is a 
distinctive historic node that represents the first era 
of development in the area. The following buildings 
are significant historic buildings in this area around 
the intersection of Cambridge Street and Harvard 
Avenue: 
 
The Chester Block along Cambridge Street (1876) 
 
The Shepard/Longfellow Building (1880) at the 
corner of Cambridge Street and Franklin Street 
 
The Allston-Hall Block (1889-1890) adjacent to the 
Shepard/Longfellow Building on Franklin Street 
 
Allston Depot (1887) Cambridge Street, gateway to 
the district from North Allston 
 
Allen Building (1895)  

 

Brighton breaks from Cambridge 
The construction of the West Boston Bridge hurt 
Little Cambridge, as business and residents were 
drawn away from the western section of Cambridge 
to the eastern section.  After the town of Cambridge 
refused requests from the Little Cambridge residents 
to repair and upgrade the Great Bridge, residents 
petitioned to become an independent town. In 
1807, the area was incorporated as the new town of 
Brighton, with a population of 600. Transportation 
improvements, including new bridges and routes to 
Boston and Cambridge, marked the first few 
decades of Brighton’s existence. 1834 brought the 
Boston & Worcester Railroad, which cemented 
Brighton’s place as the center of the livestock and 
commercial horticulture industries, also brought 
about suburban residential development.  The 
sections of Brighton surrounding the cattle markets 
and slaughterhouses were deemed undesirable to 
residential developers due to odors and unsanitary 
conditions, so the focus was placed upon eastern 
Brighton (Allston).  By 1850, six large new residences 
with large lots were built on Harvard Avenue, 
showing a shift towards residential development.  
Starting in the 1870s and 1880s, a major land 
creation project filled in Boston’s Back Bay, creating 
a new neighborhood.   With increased access to 

downtown Boston, the eastern section of Brighton 
experienced new popularity.  Property values went up, 
enticing the owners of large parcels to subdivide, 
thereby creating the denser, more tightly developed residential neighborhoods of Boston’s inner 
suburbs.  
 
Allston is named 
In 1867 a small, wood-frame railroad station was constructed at the corner of Cambridge Street and 
Harvard Avenue.  The station’s name, called Cambridge Crossing, confused passengers, who thought 
they had already reached the city of Cambridge.  That, coupled with the planned addition of a post 
office for the area in the next year demanded a new name for the surrounding area.  The chosen 
name, Allston, was selected to honor painter Washington Allston, who lived across the river in 
Cambridge and was said to have been inspired by the area’s rural landscape along the Charles.  The 
name Allston referred to a postal area and the station, however.  The area remained part of the 
town of Brighton, which annexed to the city of Boston in 1874.  The annexation was mostly political, 
as a group of town leaders had administered large infrastructure improvements to the area in the 
preceding years, amounting to immense debt that was absorbed.  
 
  

Figure 2 Cambridge Street looking 

towards Union Square, ca 1910 
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Allston becomes a boomtown 
The last quarter of the 19th century was a significant 
growth period for Allston.  Brighton’s annexation to 
Boston, the new railway station and general suburban 
development trends brought new residents and 
encouraged further subdivision of the larger parcels in the 
district.  The area became a mostly residential 
neighborhood and its streets were lined with Victorian 
single family homes.  The exception to that trend was the 
small node of Allston Square, at the intersection of Harvard 
Avenue and Cambridge Street. The construction of multi-
story, mixed use masonry buildings close to the railway 
station gave Allston a commercial and transportation hub.  
 
Along with some rental residential apartments, the building 
in the historic commercial center provided space for a dry goods store, an apothecary, a bank, a 
meeting hall, and other individually owned businesses.  Nearby, schools, churches and a fire station 
were built throughout the 1870s, 1880s and 1890s.  In 1891, the village replaced its small wood-
frame engine house with a larger, yellow brick fire station that would address the need for better 
firefighting services to the growing residential and commercial neighborhood.  
 
With better and cheaper access to transportation 
and the success of a fully populated Back Bay 
neighborhood to the east, Allston at the turn of 
the twentieth century was a boomtown. Trolley 
service transported residents, consumers and 
visitors in and out of Allston both on 
Commonwealth Avenue (today’s “B” line on the 
Green Line) and the Watertown line that was 
located on Brighton Avenue (what used to be the 
“A” line of the Green Line, which was taken out 
of service in 1969 and replaced by the 57 bus). 
Vast population growth brought about the 
construction of apartment buildings and 
additional storefronts to accommodate the new 
residents. In the years between 1904 and 1912, 
six large apartment complexes were built on or near Harvard Avenue. Coupled with similar 
development along the new Commonwealth Avenue to the south, the feel of the district was 
transformed from a suburban residential district to one of the more densely populated 
neighborhoods in Boston.  Commercial development kept pace, and today the buildings built 
between 1909 and 1916 make up a large percentage of the extant built environment.  The buildings 
built during this period are typically one or two story multi-store commercial blocks.  Most feature a 
flat roof and included large storefronts. Design features were confined mostly to the cornice or 
parapet areas and to the window surrounds or edges of the buildings.  
 
By the 1920s and 1930s, the district adapted as the age of the automobile came to Allston.  The car 
changed the character of the streets and brought new business to the area in the form of 

Figure 4 Harvard Ave at Brighton Ave, ca 

1938, courtesy of the Brighton-Allston 

Historical Society 

 

Figure 3 Harvard Avenue near 

Cambridge Street, ca 1910, courtesy 

of the B-A Historical Society 
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automobile parts and services.  New car showrooms and auto supply shops sprung up while gas 
stations replaced older buildings or were built on empty lots. The population of the district 
continued to grow and demographics shifted as many of the old Allston families left, replaced by 
middle class Irish Americans, Jews, immigrant Italians, Eastern Europeans, African Americans and 
Greek American families. New student populations also moved into the neighborhood. By 1950, a 
population of 70,000 residents lived in the four-square mile area of Allston.  
 
Rock music makes a mark 
Though the neighborhood experienced a period of decline, 
disinvestment and some demolition of buildings in the 1950s, 
1960s and 1970s, the area remained vibrant with new ethnic 
and student populations.  Allston also took on the name of 
“Allston Rock City”, known for its popular bars and concert 
venues that were playing alternative rock and punk music in the 
last few decades of the twentieth century.  Allston bars, such as 
Harper’s Ferry and the nearby Paradise Rock Club on 
Commonwealth Avenue, attracted musicians not only to play 
but also to live, practice and produce music recordings in the 
neighborhood. Among hundreds of bands that created the 
unique rock scene in Boston, the band Aerosmith is known to 
have formed in an apartment nearby on Commonwealth 
Avenue. 
 
While cheap rents and the student population encouraged 
creative musical endeavors, decades of disinvestment is also 
the likely reason why the neighborhood retains much of its 
historic character. Along with the mostly consistent, early 
twentieth century commercial streetscape, the mid-century 
signage of the district, advertising bars, liquors stores and a 
donut shop, also remains.  The neighborhood features what is 
probably the best collection of brightly colored and visually 
interesting signs from that period while similar signs have been 
lost from other areas of the city (one nearby notable example 
was the loss of the Dunkin Donuts sign on North Beacon Street 
in Brighton).   
 
The neighborhood has become even more of a destination for the college student population in 
recent years. Student residents from Boston University, and to some extent, from Boston College 
and Harvard University (including the Business School, located on the Allston side of the Charles 
River), have helped make Allston Village a vibrant commercial district. The (relatively) inexpensive 
rental housing, access to the Green Line, and the large amount of restaurants and bars make Allston 
an attractive place to live for students and recent graduates. Harvard University also been 
purchasing land in Allston over the past few years, and has now amassed quite a bit of real estate in 
the area. Due to the bad economy, much of this expansion slowed down in recent years, but 
Harvard’s plans remain a large factor in the future of Allston village. 
 

Figure 5 Example of 

distinctive signage found 

in the district 
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Today, Allston is a slightly gritty neighborhood with a vibrant population and an intact historic 
commercial district.  
 
Neighborhood Context and District Demographics 
The commercial district in Allston features some residential housing above the shops and 
restaurants, but most residents live directly off of the main streets of Harvard Avenue and 
Cambridge Street. Allston’s residential neighborhoods feature various housing types that reflect 
local demographics and the neighborhood’s evolution, including stately single family homes that 
date to the 19th century, early 20th century apartment buildings, and classic three-deckers.   
 
Today, the residential population is composed predominantly of students, recent college graduates, 
and immigrants. Recent census data shows that Allston features a population that is nearly 60% 
white, almost 20% Asian, 12% Hispanic, and about 5% African American.   
 
Success Stories and District Challenges  
 
Successes/ Strengths 
  

 Designation as a National Register Historic District 

Allston Village was listed as a National Register Historic District in 1994, affirming both the 

significance of the district and the dedication of area groups and individuals who pushed for 

the designation. The district now has an excellent compendium of historical information, 

which has been the basis for much of this casebook chapter.  

  Strong individual interest in maintaining buildings and historic structures 

Several owners have gone to great lengths to take care of their buildings. This includes the 

Big City/Sunset Grill building, along with many of the buildings along Brighton Avenue, such 

as the one that houses International Bicycle.   

 Good Infill development 

The building formerly housing Marty’s Liquors is a good example of infill construction.  The 

building, which sits at the busy corner of Harvard and Commonwealth Avenues, replaced an 

older building that burned to the ground.  

 Strong Neighborhood Retail Environment  

Allston has a strong market and a great deal of potential consumers living within the direct 

commercial district area. A recent example has been that of Urban Outfitters, a strong 

national retail store that targets college aged and trendy 20 somethings, selecting the 

Allston Village district for their third Boston store.  This demonstrates that the Main Street 

organization has succeeded in making Allston Village commercially strong enough to be an 

attractive retail market. It also solidifies the district’s reputation as a place that is 

fashionable and “funky.” 

 Rehabilitation at 113 Brighton Avenue 

  The second floor of this building has new and renovated office space, which fills a need in   

the neighborhood. 
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District Challenges  
 

 Considerable and Frequent Transition   

The large student population in district means there is a lot of transition and very little 

owner occupancy.  Most residential units in and around the district are rental with a great 

deal of turnover, meaning that there is less investment than in places where housing stock 

has longer term residents who may own their units or houses.  

 Low voter turnout 

The Allston Village area features both a  large immigrant and student population, generally 

making this is a low voting district.  This creates a two-fold problem: it is hard to get a pulse 

on what the district wants/stands for, and it can be widely ignored by those in the position 

to deliver services to the district. The area is dominated by the voting bloc in the 

neighborhood north of the turnpike, which is a very different group of citizens than those 

who live, work and use Allston Village.  

 Absentee or disinterested landlords 

The Main Street organization reported in 2009 that there is an issue with absentee 

landlords, both of commercial and residential buildings. According to then Executive 

Director Katie Reed, many  landlords don’t live nearby and while many of them do take good 

care of their buildings, they are distracted by other real estate holdings and they don’t 

necessarily invest a lot of time in the district as a whole.  

 Trash and trash disposal 

The streets are frequently littered, although the Main Streets organization was able to 

secure several new trashcans recently. The organization is also dealing with the dumpsters 

behind and next to businesses. There is also a need to address graffiti. 

 Lack of parking 

Parking is always one of the top concerns of the business community here.  There are 

virtually no public parking lots in the district and it can be difficult to find parking along the 

busy/congested avenues.   

District Recommendations 
 

 Plan for the future of the historic node at the intersection of Harvard Avenue, Cambridge 
Street and Franklin Street 
While Allston Village has a great deal of historic buildings throughout the district, the most 
significant area reflects the first era of permanent commercial development in Allston. This 
node contains several important historic buildings that are currently underused and in need 
of restoration. The thoughtful rehabilitation of Allston Hall, the Shepard/Longfellow Block, 
the Chester Block and the continued maintenance of the Allston Depot (a Boston Landmark) 
will make this area a commercial powerhouse, potentially attracting strong businesses, 
restaurants, and a more varied consumer base from throughout the region.  Though just 
outside this node, the Allston Fire Station is close in proximity and is another huge historic 
preservation development opportunity. The buildings are already listed on the National 
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Register of Historic Places, and therefore qualify for State and Federal Historic Tax Credits, 
which will allow developers to preserve the structures successfully.  

 Engage Harvard University, Boston University and Boston College in planning for the 

future of the district at large, but particularly the historic node listed above 

These educational institutions already have left their mark on the district through their close 

proximity and development projects that are getting closer and closer to the commercial 

district. Many students from all three schools already live in and around Allston Village, and 

it is likely that more will make Allston their home in future years, particularly with Harvard, 

whose growing business school is nearly adjacent to the district. Harvard has also been 

greatly expanding their Allston real estate holdings over the past decade, which will have a 

significant impact on the district in coming years. While relations with these large 

educational institutions can at times prove to be difficult, the future of the district will be 

greatly affected by their development plans. With much of these plans currently on hold, 

now is a good time to discuss planning with the schools’ development and planning 

departments.  

 Guidelines for property owners 

Allston Village Main Streets established district design guidelines in the 2000s that were 

meant to guide property owners as they undertake building improvements. These guidelines 

took special notice of district design characteristics and the strength of the industrial 

building types in the area. We recommend that these guidelines are revisited , updated, and 

reinforced within the district. 

 Preservation education 

When property owners of historic buildings begin to plan changes to their buildings, 

encourage them to meet with Allston Village Main Street and with Historic Boston 

Incorporated. Certain resources are available to them, including design assistance, advice, 

and possibly financial support through grants, loans or tax credits.  
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Preservation Opportunities: 
There are several properties that could benefit from restoration and renovation. This would help 
bring additional positive attention to the district and spur further neighborhood development. 
Details of each building are below and further information can be found throughout this casebook 
chapter.  
 

NAME ADDRESS  APPOX. YEAR BUILT 
1. Allston Depot Franklin/Cambridge 

Streets 
1895 

2. Allston Hall Franklin Street 1890 

3. Shepard/Longfellow Block Franklin Street 1880 

4. Chester Block Cambridge Street 1876 

5. Harvard Avenue Fire Station 10-16 Harvard Avenue 1890 

6. Allen Building Cambridge Street 1897 

7. Gordon Building Harvard Avenue 1915 

 
Methodology 
The properties in this chapter of the Commercial Casebook were chosen to represent the 
opportunities for historic preservation in this commercial district. By including them in this 
Casebook, we have identified them as places that are historically, architecturally or culturally 
significant to this district. The selected buildings and resources deserve attention, interpretation, 
protection, and to become part of a district’s overall economic success and revitalization.  
 
Sources:  

 Brighton-Allston Historical Society website  

 A Record of the Streets, Alleys, Places, etc. in the City of Boston by Boston (Mass.). Board of 
Street Commissioners, 1910 

 National Register Nomination, Boston Landmarks Commission, prepared by Edward Gordon, 
1994 

 Boston Landmarks Commission Building Information Forms  

 Allston Village Main Street Website 

 1999 HBI Casebook 

 Boston Redevelopment Authority 2000 census reports 

 Interviews with Allston Village Main Street staff and Design and Economic Development 
committees 



Commercial Casebook: Allston Village 
Historic Boston Incorporated, 2015 
 

Chester Block______________________________________              381-387 Cambridge Street                                                                                              
 
 
SITE INFORMATION 
Address: 373-391 Cambridge Street  
(Listed as 391 Cambridge Street on Assessing 
Records) 
Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Main Street District: Allston Village 
Owner:  Vevsacor Realty LLC  
Property Type: Residential/Commercial 
Lot Size: 8550 sq ft 
Approximate Building Size: 25,650 square feet 
Parcel Number: 2201850000 
Ward: 22 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 674,400 
   Building $ 2,071,100 
   Total  $2,745,500  
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SIGNIFICANCE:  
This Queen Anne commercial block is part of the "Cambridge 
Crossing" / Allston Square area, a collection of post depot era 
Late Victorian commercial blocks at the northwest corner of 
Cambridge and Franklin streets. It was built for the developer 
W.R. Chester between 1876 and 1885. 
 
During the late 19th and early 20th century, the Chester Block 
housed Staples and Towse Apothecaries and Holman's Dry 
Good Store. In the 1940s and 50s, this block's commercial 
concerns included the Royal Cafe, William B. Fitzgerald, tailor, 
Handi Sales Co., and the Allston News Co and Aema Electric Co 
and Wesley W. Gould, plumbers. 
 
    
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
The Chester Block, the earliest existing commercial 
building in the district, is also probably the best 
preserved. Many of the stores retain their early glass and 
wood panel doors as well as the cast iron paneled piers 
that frame the individual storefronts.  The building also 
has a history of retaining strong anchor tenants on the 
ground floor, with infrequent turnover.  There are 
residential apartments on the upper floors. There are also 
rumors that a gin mill existed in the basement during 
prohibition, which surfaced again recently after the 
discovery of a large collection of old bottles in the 
basement underneath the 379 Club Barber Shop. 
 
The building supports four large billboards, which are likely to be a significant 
cash stream. Although it is not a major concern of Allston Village Main Street 
aesthetically right now, the billboards could be causing structural damage. 
The building is currently for sale.  
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY: 

 Meet with owner to learn more about financial situation and any 

debt that might be on the building, as well as the current asking price 

and rent roll for the property.  

 Investigate whether or not the donation of an easement to HBI could 

be of value to the current or a future owner interested in 

rehabilitation of the building 

 Assist the current or a future owner in creating a rehabilitation plan 

through the development of a feasibility analysis showing how to use 

historic tax credits and providing  economic evidence that 

rehabilitation will produce better returns.  

The Chester Block represents a 
rare example of Franz Joseph 
Untersee's commercial/residential 
work with his design for the 1892 
nine bay addition (the western 
third of the building). The Swiss 
born Untersee was a well known 
architect primarily known for 
ecclesiastical architecture. 
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Shepard/Longfellow Block ______________________________________________4 Franklin Street 

SITE INFORMATION 
Address: 4 Franklin Street 
Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Main Street District: Allston Village 
Owner:  Jack Young and Irwin H. Young Trustees   
Property Type: Industrial  
Lot Size: 3209 sq ft 
Approximate Building Size: 9,600 square feet 
Parcel Number: 2201856000 
Ward: 22 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 107,400 
   Building $ 256,600_______ 
   Total  $ 364,000  
    
   Tax:   $4,805.25 
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 
 
Date Built: 1880 
Architect:  Frank Shepard  
Designations: Contributing Building to the Harvard Avenue National Register Historic District 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:     
Part of the early development of Allston 
Square, The Shepard-Longfellow Building at 
4-8 Franklin Street was built in 1880, and was 
likely designed by architect/developer Frank 
Shepard.  
 
Shepard and W.R. Chester owned several 
parcels of land between Cambridge Street 
and the railroad tracks. It is thought that the 
partners developed the land and Shepard 
designed both 4-8 Franklin Street and the 
eastern section of the adjacent Chester Block 
in 1876. Both buildings are three story brick 
multi-use blocks with decorative angled 
bricks just below the cornice line. The 
Shepard-Longfellow Block also shares its 
northern party wall with the Allston Hall 
Building, which was built about twenty years 
later.  
 
All three buildings (Chester, Shepard and 
Allston Hall) replaced earlier wood frame 
buildings that had been constructed just after 
the civil war.  
 
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
Like Allston Hall, the Shepard-Longfellow Block is currently used for storage for auto parts by a local 
owner, the Jack Young Company, which has offices in the nearby Allen Building (also included in the 
Commercial Casebook).  The first floor is covered with perma-stone , which has significantly altered 
the appearance of the building. The first floor windows and doors are blocked off.  It is likely that the 
Shepard-Longfellow Block and Allston Hall have an interior connection, since they are owned by the 
same person and have the same use.  The windows are bricked over and presently serve as a canvas 
for a lively mural (see article). 
 
As with the other properties owned by the Jack Young Company in the district, the situation with 
this building might change in the coming years.  As the trucking industry has changed and similar 
auto and truck supply companies and warehouses have been established throughout New England, 
the future of the Jack Young Company in this location is in question. There is a possibility that the 
owner will look to relocate their business outside of the city in the coming years, which will result in 

 
In the late 19th and early 20th century, the building 
was owned by Henry W. Longfellow, who was likely 
the cousin of the great Cambridge poet Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow.  Longfellow owned a grocery 
store at the street level and resided in the upper 
stories for many years.   
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several large historic buildings coming online at once.  The ownership shifted from Jack Young to his 
son, Irwin Young, upon his death in 2000. 
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY: 

 The Shepard Longfellow block should be considered in the context of both its adjoining 

properties and as part of the Jack Young Company property holdings in the district. Any 

project that would take place here would be in conjunction with Allston Hall.  

 More research should be conducted on the Shepard Longfellow Block and how it has 

evolved over time.  Specifically, it would be helpful to better understand the physical 

condition of the interior of the building and how it is connected to Allston Hall.  

 Historic Boston can offer to complete a feasibility study for future owners and/or Allston 

Village Main Streets in order to define a preservation-based re-use strategy appealing to the 

owners.  
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Allston Hall____________________________________________                       _10-12 Franklin Street 
  
                                                                                                                        
SITE INFORMATION 
Address: 10-12 Franklin Street 
 (4 Braintree Street, according to assessing records)  
Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Main Street District: Allston Village 
Owner:  Jack Young Trustees 
Property Type:  
Lot Size: 3266 Sq. Feet 
Approximate Building Size:  
Parcel Number: 2201855000 
Ward: 22 
Zoning: Industrial 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 212,500 

Building              $ 336,000_______ 
   Total  $ 548,500 
 
   Tax:   $7,238.37 
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During the early 20th century, the 
Allston Hall Block contained the real 
estate offices of Taft and Waite. The 
second floor hall space was used for 
events and meetings through the 
middle of the 20th century. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 
 
Date Built: 1890 
Architect:  Frank Shepard 
Designations: Contributing Building to 
the Harvard Avenue National Register 
Historic District 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:     
Located at 10-12 Franklin Street, the 
Allston Hall block faces the Allston 
Depot and is part of the early 
transportation oriented development 
area of Allston. Rising to a height of 3.5 
stories, this brick Queen Anne, mansard 
style rectangular structure possesses a 
seven-bay main facade with ten bays 
along Braintree Street.   
 
The building was built in 1890 for Allston book publisher 
and real estate magnate Samuel Hano, who developed 
housing and laid out streets northwest of the district. 
During his financial rise, Hano developed plans for the 
Allston Hall building, which would house the Newton 
Savings Bank on the first floor, a meeting hall on the 
second floor, and residential apartments on the third 
and fourth floors.  
 
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
This building is currently being used as an 
automotive/trucking parts warehouse by the Jack Young 
Company, which has offices in the nearby Allen Building 
(and is also included in the Commercial Casebook). As the 
trucking industry has changed and similar auto and truck 
supply companies and warehouses have been established 
throughout New England, the future of the Jack Young 
Company in this location is in question. There is a 
possibility that the owner will look to relocate the  
business outside of the city in the coming years, which 
will result in several large historic buildings coming online 
at once. The windows are bricked over and presently 
serve as a canvas for a lively mural.  
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PRESERVATION STRATEGY: 

 The Allston Hall block should be considered in the context of both its adjoining properties 

(internal connection with Shepard Longfellow block), but also as part of a larger ownership 

context within the Jack Young Company property holdings in the district. Any project that 

would take place here would be in conjunction with the Shepard Longfellow block.  

 It would be helpful to better understand the physical condition of the interior of the building 

and how it is connected to the Shepard Longfellow block.  

 Allston Village Main Streets should position themselves to be a resource for future potential 

owners from a market standpoint. 

 Historic Boston could offer technical assistance to future owners, as well as help pulling 

together funding sources. 
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Allston Depot                                                                                _____      ____          353 Cambridge Street 
 
 
SITE INFORMATION 
Address: 353 Cambridge Street  
(15 Franklin according to assessing records)  
Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Main Street District: Allston Village 
Owner: Depot Realty Group (Arcand family)  
Lot Size: 25470 sq ft 
Zoning: Commercial 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 813,500 
   Building $ 973,500 
   Total  $1,787,000 
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The Allston Depot area as it appeared about 1900. The 
structures lining both sides of the track were railroad 
owned, including the depot, car repair shop, and paint 
shop. Source:  Brighton-Allston Historical Society 

 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 
 
Date Built: 1886-1887 
Architect:  Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge.  
Designations: The Depot has been a Boston Landmark since 1997 and is a contributing building to 
the Harvard Avenue National Register District. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:     
The Allston Depot was built in 1886-1887 by Henry 
Hobson Richardson's successor firm, Shepley, Rutan 
and Coolidge. In 1881, the Boston & Albany Railroad 
began the construction of stations on the main line to 
serve the commuter traffic generated by villages such 
as Allston Depot. Richardson received several 
commissions for commuter stations, of which the 
Auburndale, Newton station was the first, beginning 
in February 1881. The Allston Depot is one of the few 
surviving B&A stations built during the 1880s; most of 
these depots were torn down when the 
Massachusetts Turnpike was extended through 
Brighton and Newton during the early 1960s. The 
building became a restaurant in 1972, when the 
Arcand family (who own other longtime Allston 
businesses), opened a steakhouse in the station. 
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
Allston Depot is currently a restaurant and bar called Pizzeria Regina. Up until recently, it had been 
the Sports Depot restaurant and sports bar.  It has a strong presence on the Mass Pike and anchors 
this end of Allston Village. The owners have added a few small additions over the years to support 
the restaurant use, including a caboose train car.  The station platform has been enclosed to expand 
the restaurant’s seating capacity, and directly abuts the commuter rail train tracks.   
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY: 

 The Allston Depot is both protected (by being a Boston Landmark) and is being well used (as 

a sports bar/restaurant).  However, the building could be better maintained if future owners 

fully understand the building’s significance. The preservation and rehabilitation of the 

nearby Allston Hall/Shepard Longfellow and Chester Blocks could raise the value of the 

Depot building. A future owner or group of owners could work together to develop this 

historic node into a cohesive entertainment sub-district.  

 Historic Boston can work with present or future owners to create a preservation program 

for the building in order to restore elements of the building’s Richardsonian legacy.  This 

could also include the historic Olmsted-designed landscape that has been lost to the 

expansion of the parking lot and other changes. A future or the current owner might be 

receptive to seeing how the Depot’s surroundings could be sensitively improved to call 

reflect the past while serving present consumer needs.   
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 The preservation community should generally advocate for this site with the Boston 

Redevelopment Authority and those around it in order to best connect these historic 

resources to the future new developments from Harvard University’s North Allston 

expansion.   

 

 
 

 
 
  

The Allston Depot area as it appeared about 
1900. The structures lining both sides of the 
track were railroad owned, inluding the 
depot, car repair shop, and paint shop. 
Source:  Brighton-Allston Historical Society 

 

Source:  Brighton-Allston Historical Society 
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Allen Building_____________________________                  _____________344 Cambridge Street                                                                                                             
 
 
SITE INFORMATION 
Updated: November 9, 2009 
Address: 334 Cambridge Street 
Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Main Street District: Allston Village 
Owner:  Jack Young Trust 
Property Type:  Residential/Commercial 
Lot Size: 16491 sq ft 
Approximate Building Size: 64,000 sq ft. 
Parcel Number:  2100675010 
Ward: 21 
 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 1,473,800 
   Building $ 2,202,700_______ 
   Total  $ 3,676,500 
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION: 
Date Built: 1895 
Architect:  Henry Kendall, Kendall & Stevens (constructed by John Butland, owner/developer) 
Designations: Contributing building in the Harvard Avenue Historic District 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:     
The four- story, yellow brick Georgian Revival Allen Building serves as a gateway to the Allston 
commercial district from the north on Cambridge Street and is a visible Allston landmark from the 
nearby Massachusetts Turnpike.  The building features a wide bowfront at the corner of the 
building, situating itself on both Cambridge and Linden Streets.  The largest building in the district, 
the Allen Building spans 25 bays, with those along the Cambridge Street side carrying on the 
commercial building feel from the rest of the district and the Linden Street side retaining a more 
residential feel.  Historically, the Cambridge Street side housed small storefront businesses at the 
street level and residential apartments above that were accessed through the curved corner 
entrance.  On the Linden Street side, the building was built for three stories of residential 
apartments.  
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
The building is owned by the Jack Young Company, which supplies parts to commercial trucking fleet 
businesses.  The building serves as both the headquarters for that business and as a storage facility 
for truck/automobile parts. Founded in 1946 in Dorchester by Jack Young, the company was 
transferred to Allston in the early 1950s, which was then the center of the automotive and trucking 
parts industry for the region.  Irwin Young, son of Jack Young, officially took over the business in 
2000 when his father died.  
 
This building is one of three in the direct area that is owned by the Jack Young Company and used 
for office and storage space (one of these is the Allston Hall building, used as a warehouse). As the 
trucking industry has changed and similar auto and truck supply companies and warehouses have 
been established throughout New England, the future of the Jack Young Company in this location is 
in question. There is a possibility that the owner will look to relocate their business outside of the 
city in the coming years, which will result in several large historic buildings coming online at once.  
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY: 

 Allston Village Main Streets and other community stakeholders should be in frequent 

conversations with Irwin Young, owner of the Jack Young Company. The Allen Building 

should be discussed in the context of the other buildings held by the Jack Young Company 

(Allston Hall and Shepard Longfellow on nearby Franklin Street, also selected properties in 

this casebook). The portfolio might be attractive to an area Community Development 

Corporation. 

 The building’s first floor retail space is now being used for the offices and storage space for 

the Jack Young Company (autoparts supply).  The building likely would be more lucrative 

and would enliven this section of Cambridge Street more if the first floor spaces were used 

for retail and other commercial uses.  The second floor (on the Cambridge Street side) is also 

used for storage- retaining all upper story spaces for residential uses would likely be the 

best scenario for this building.  
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 Building needs general repairs and upgrades. Historic Boston could offer technical assistance 

and help to define future leasing structures that make this a financially feasible project.  

 To better understand what building originally looked like and how it was used, more 

research should be done; particularly to find historic photographs.  
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Harvard Avenue Fire Station                                                                                             16 Harvard Avenue   
 
SITE INFORMATION 
Updated: November 9, 2009 
Address:  16 Harvard Avenue  
Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Main Street District: Allston Village 
Owner:  Joseph A. Sater 
Property Type: Residential/Commercial  
Lot Size: 6112 sq ft 
Building Size: approx 3000 sq feet (footprint) 
Parcel Number:  2100674000 
Ward: 21 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 505,900 
   Building $ 616,600 
   Total  $ 1,122,500  
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New fire station, ca.1900 

Source:  Brighton-Allston Historical 

Society 

 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION: 
Date Built: 1890s  
Architect:  City Architect H.H. Atwood 
Designations: Individually listed on the National Register, also a contributing property to the 
Harvard Avenue National Register Historic District 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:     
The Renaissance/Colonial Revival Engine House No. 40 was built in 1891. The two and a half story 
firehouse is constructed of yellow buff brick and possesses a rectangular form and a hipped slate 
roof characterized by a central shed dormer on the front elevation and three dormers on the 
secondary elevations.  The building is topped with a small copper cupola.  
 
The current station replaced an earlier wooden firehouse that 
had only been in existence since the late 1870s. As commercial 
and residential development around Allston Square expanded 
and became denser, the need for better fire fighting services 
increased. Boston City Architect Harrison Henry Atwood 
designed the larger and better equipped brick fire station.   
 
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: 
Adapted for reuse as a store, the main facade's pair of garage 
entrances are treated as large multi-pane display windows- 
however the entire building is covered in thick ivy, so it is 
difficult to see the facade. 
 
The Fire Department moved Engine 14 to its current Cambridge Street location in the early 1980s, 
and the fire station was sold to be redeveloped for retail/commercial use.   Since that time, there 
has been a lot of interest in this building both by the public and the private sector. In recent years, 
the building housed an antique shop and at one time there was a small café in the building that used 
the courtyard. The building is currently owned by the same people who own the Middle East in 
Central Square. They reportedly hoped to create a similar, multiple floor/multiple venue type of 
music club but have not done so. It has been suggested that the interior layout has made it difficult 
to create an entertainment venue here.  The building has recently been occupied by a yoga/dance 
studio and a Brazilian immigrant club on the upper floors, and a karaoke bar in the basement. The 
building is accessed from a side alley that needs maintenance and better lighting.  
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY: 

 Encourage owner to remove ivy immediately.  It is detrimental to the condition of the 

building’s façade and hides the building’s commercial potential.   

 Find out more information about owner and the financial status of the property in order to 

assist a feasible use for the building with available incentives.  

 Historic Boston could offer technical assistance if the current or future owner elects to 

rehabilitate the building.  HBI could create a feasibility study for the development of the 

property, including exploration of potential uses for the building that will offer property 

owner stable rents at market rates.  
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 HBI or another real estate development organization, such as the Allston Brighton CDC, 

could help secure historic tax credits or New Markets Tax Credits for the project for the 

developer to make preservation-based improvements to the building.  

 
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
  

 
 
 
 

 

1880s- Previous Firehouse on this 

site 

Source:  Brighton-Allston Historical 

Society 
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Firemen outside fire station, 

ca. 1915 (Allston 

Hall/Longfellow bldg in 

background) 

Source:  Brighton-Allston 

Historical Society 

New fire station, ca.1900 

Source:  Brighton-Allston 

Historical Society 
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Gordon Building ____________________________________________         ___149 Harvard Avenue                                                                                                               
 
 
SITE INFORMATION 
Updated: November 9, 2009 
Address: 149 Harvard Avenue 
Neighborhood: Allston/Brighton 
Main Street District: Allston Village 
Owner:  Joseph Gordon Trust 
Property Type:  Commercial  
Lot Size: 26,419 sq ft 
Approximate Building Size: 52,000 sq ft 
Parcel Number: 2100896000 
Ward: 21 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 1,177,308 
   Building $ 1,045,467 _______ 
   Total  $ 2,222,775  
 
 

  



Commercial Casebook: Allston Village 
Historic Boston Incorporated, 2015 
 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 
 
Date Built: 1926 
Architect:  Silverman, Brown & Heenan (constructed by owner/developer Abraham Kaplan) 
Designations:  Contributing building to the Harvard Avenue Historic District 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: Today called the 
Gordon Building, this two story, 
twelve bay commercial block was 
built in 1926 to house the Allston 
Branch of the Boston Public Library 
on its second floor.  Built during a 
period of vast expansion for the 
commercial district, the Gordon 
Building replaced the last 
remaining large 19th century estate 
on Harvard Avenue (of which there 
were originally six), the Gideon-
Tripp house.  
 
The building, which is the largest 
commercial building in the district, is architecturally notable for its fine curved façade that follows 
the path of Harvard Avenue.  The brick building is covered in smooth plaster with a  stucco finish and 
features many decorative embellishments surrounding the windows, the entry bays, and at the 
cornice. At the street level, the building was built to support several separate storefronts, which 
each contained a three part configuration.  
 
According to the National Register nomination, the 
building housed a wide variety and number of commercial 
uses in the 1930s including the Shawmut National Bank, a 
life insurance office, two dentists, a cobbler, a furniture 
company, two dress shops, a milliner, a small department 
store, a bakery, a photography studio, a billiard parlor, a 
cigar company and an early A &P grocery store.  
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: The Gordon 
Building is mostly tenanted and in acceptable condition.  It 
is one of few buildings in the commercial district that 
feature small office space.  The street level and the offices 
spaces on the second floor are due to be updated.  It is 
possible that the owner is looking to sell the building.  
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PRESERVATION STRATEGY: 

 The Gordon Building is an anchor for Harvard Avenue, and its length and number of stores 

make a significant impact on the district’s main corridor.  Cleaning up and upgrading the 

look and condition of the Gordon Building could serve as a catalyst to overall district 

improvement.  

 The building’s façade is also cluttered with various air conditioning units which further 

degrade the building’s appearance.  An upgrade of the building’s systems would allow for 

central heating and cooling, and would take away the need for window units.  

 Historic Boston and Allston Village Main Streets can work to help the owner investigate 

standardizing leases for the various businesses in the building. This could create a better 

financial situation for owner, and allow for him to make more substantial improvements.  

 

 
 


