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Introduction to District
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on the area around Maverick and Central Squafégdistrict is a mostly linear stretch along Meridian

Street, anchored on each end by Maverick Squarhe westand Central Squar® the east Running

paralleltotheh a f I Yy RQa ywaeNbrk th&dsticBiésllres many fine commercial and

ecclesastical buildings from the second half of thé"®ntury, particularly in each of the two squares.

East Boston has been the home to waves of new immigrants for closet to 150 years, and their presence

has helped shape this district into a very uniquegheiorhood.

The buildings that are highlighted this casebook chapter refletie significant historic resources

found within the commercial districts of Maverick and Central Square. The buildings, ranging from an
early commercial buildingdm EastBas 2 y Q& T roNdsignifidal®Nci2 tRal represents a

building type that has almost been lost in the neighborhood; to several important institutional buiddings
all reflect the development of East Boston over time.
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Narrative of Boundaries and Birict Context

The lineadistrict, which is a bit more than a hatfile long,starts at the Lewis Malh small parkocated
between the waterfront and Maverick Squaand extends up Meridian Street texingtonStreet,just
past Central Square. The dist alsobleeds outone block on each side of Meridian Street and the two
squares. The district runs parallel to the waterfront, with industrial buildings located in between the
commercial district and the water.

Maverick Squarésthe entry point to East Boston for many, as the newly renovated MBTA station is
located at thenorthern head of the square.his end of he district is also surrounded laynew linear
waterfront park that connect8order Streeto Jeffries Point. The neparks built by MassPort, givEast
Boston an excellent vantage point across Boston Harbor towards the city.

The neighborhood isonnected to the rest of the cityy the MBTA Blue Line via Maverick Square, which

also serves as a hub for bus lines. ThrgeelsconnectEast Boston, but the Sumner and Callahan

Tunnels serve the immediate Main Street distriaigan Airport, located on the southern sectiorEafst

Boston influencesthe surrounding area and the island as a whole, with-lying planes, larg airfields,

enormous rental car properties, and parkingldts 1 2 6 SGSNE G KS | ANLIR2 NI Q& LINB A
the commercial district aim the residential neighborhood locatatirectly around the airport.

Historical Narrative

Boston HarborIslandd 2 . 2&ad2yQa CANBRG tflyySR /2YYdzyAdle

z

Until the first decades of the 1O Sy G dzNE = (2 RI 8 Q&
East Boston was actually a collection of Bueall g s o
islands in Boston Harbor, privately owned and
mostly used for farming, grazing livestock, and
military fortifications.b 2 RRf SQa | yR
NBESRQ&0D L&fFYyRXT GKS G4
the current residential and commercial section of
EastBoston.b 2 RRf SQ& Lafl yRX |- ,
became part ofBostonA Yy Mc o c Z T2 t :
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have been incorporated, along with filled land, into™
Logan Airport. Figurel View of East Boston, Mass. 1879.
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with the goal of developinthe island for residetmal and industriapurposes. Sumnaalso sought to

bring theEasternRailroad from Salem through East Boston and onto the mainlandrap@gedthat

the route through Chelsea and East Boston would be faster than through Charlestown.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/East-Boston-Arial-1879.gif
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Sumner, along witimvestors, eventually gained control of all the land anelw up plans for the new
aSO0A2y 2F (GKS OAdGed ¢KS 9Fad .2adz2y /2YLIlye RAODA
streets thatwere named differently in each section (directors of tlastEBoston Company in the first;

European Ports and Revolutionary War generals in the second; generals and bdkteethind; poets in

the fourth. The fifth and sixth sections were once Woodhtgl Park and the Basin, but are underneath

Logan Airport tday.

The East Boston Company recognized that they would not be able to attract residential and industrial
development without fast and easy transit to the mainland, so they quickly established ferry service
from East Boston to the main part of the cithelCompany also built a long wharf and a large hotel in
Maverick Square for summer guests and to encourage tourism similar to what was seen in nearby
Chelsea and Nahanthe Company also convinced Samuel Cunard to make East Boston the American
terminus forhis transatlantic mail service by offering him free wharfage.

91 &ad . Maiditing Fast:3Shipbuildingind Hospitality
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shipbuilding enterprise. Other indtres such as iron foundries, saw and planning mills, dye wood

works, fish packing, cold storage, and chemical works and a pottery could also be found on or near the
waterfront.

The East Boston Company had planned for industry to be located on the watetfrking advantage of

easy transportation provided by ships and eased by the construction of large piers. The Border Street
FNBIFE y2NIK 2F G2RIFI&Qa alAy {GNBSG RAAGNRAOGE 41 a
became famousBetween1848 and 1858, more than 170 vessels were built at East Boston; of which 99
exceeded 1,000 tons each, and 9 were above 2,000 tons. Others belonged to the Liverpoaelipacket

and made regular trips across the Atlantic. The Atlantic Works on the iskthduilt iron steamships for

Russia, Egypt, Paraguay, China, and the East Indies; the watahipsketand Cascothe turrets of

several other iron clads; the engines for many American frigates; and entire fleets abfatisyand

tugs. Other neighborig shipyards and works also had their share in creating famous American ships

from East Boston.

Cunard Line

In 1840, when Samuel Cunard began a transatlantic steamship mail service, he chose to make Boston

GKS O2YLIyeQa 2yte ! YSNAOFY LERNI® ¢KS 9Faid .2adaz2y
wharfand to locate it on their land in East Boston. Howejuest a few years later, Cunard refocused

their business growth towards New York City, because that harbor wéie&éor a greater portion of

the year. The company still sent their ships to Boston, and remained an important source of growth and
developmaent for East Boston. Cunard ships brought many of the immigrants who came to Boston during
GKFO LISNA2R G2 (GKS gKIFINF Ay 9Fald .2adG2yo / dzy' I NR
Park into the 1930s.
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Boston Sugar Refinery

The Boston Sugar Refinery was the firstductionindustry established in East Boston. Incorporated in

1834, the company set out to build an eightli 2 NE 0 NA O o0dzZAf RAy3a 2y [ SgAra {
The building was powered by a steam engine to potle refinery, which produced loaves of refined

sugar. The company continued to expand alongit&treet and towards Marginal Street. The company
remained an anchor industry throughout most of thé"i®ntury, but by 1900, the sugar refinery

buildings vere used as warehouses for other industries.

Religious Buildings and Meeting Spaces

While Maverick Square became the commercial ankiray

center of East Boston, several churches and meeting halls were
built along Meridian Street and in Central Squdreward the end
of the 19" century, this section of the district featured the Central
Square Baptist Church, the Maverick Congregational Church, a
Universalist ChurclGhurch of Our Fathednitarian Church, a
Bethel M.E Churghihe Saratoga Street M.E aloh, St Johns
Episcopal Church (which later becathe Congregation Ohel
Jacob), a Presbyterian Church, and likely several more.

The Central Square area also was home to Walcott (aka Pythiangg
Hall, two Masonic Halls, the Grand Army Hall, and later a Knight_s
of Columbus Hall, housed in the StevensatBIBack towards e e L

Maverick Square, one could find the large Lyceum Hall, next doFigure2 Maverick Congregational

to Maverick House. These meeting halls served an important ~ ©"ureh ca 1880s

purpose in the community, providing space for groups and clups
to meet, discuss issues of the day, and provideargmt social
services, such as early forms of health insurance.
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These social clubs remained popular throughout th8 déntury
and into the first decades of the @entury. Soon, clubs
dedicated to certain ethnic groups sprung up as East Boston
becamea center for new immigrants.

Maverick and Central Squares Figure3 example of an East Boston
. . L . . . _ commercial building, likely with a meeting
'a 9Fadu .2auz2zy o0SOIYS uUKS Ohalinside Bl Qa Y

trades, with shipbuilding, manufacturing and shipping

commanding the waterfront, Maverick and Central Squares were developed to suppavateeront.

al @SNARO| {ljdzk NBZ yIFYSR F¥2NJ GKS I NBIQa SIFENIASaid 1y
center for commerce in the fcentury. With both squares fronting onto the waterfront and adjacent



Commercial Caseboolkast Boston
Historic Boston Incorporate@015

to the long piers that housed warehousasdashipping terminals, commercial development was quick to
follow.

The construction of the Maverick House Hotel, first...
built in 1833 as a wood frame building that
dominated Maverick Square, marked theginning
of the development of the commercial area. The
hotel served passengers traveling on the Eastern
Railroad from Salem and eventually guests
associated with the Cunard Line and other nearby
industries. The building burned twice, and after thé
secod time (in 1856), it was replaced by the :
Sturtevant House, a five story brick and brownstong
structure. The last hotel on this site was demolished _

in 1927. Today, the parcel is a construction site forF'gureA' Maverick House
future community health care center. ~ =S

Elsewhere in Maverick and Central Squares, the
development of brick commercial and residential
buildings throughout the second half of the™.9
century transformed the disict from a somewhat
haphazard, quickMWpuilt temporary district to a
more permanent comercial and residential
center.The rapid economic development that
accompanied the maritime tradeoomin East
Boston required sufficient capital to fuel growth N e
whichled to the establishment and construeti of i e —

numerous banking institutions during the 1840s
and50s¢ KS oFy1aQ 2NARIAAYI
buildings are mostly gone, though East Boston
{Fr@Ay3a .Fyl1Qa FANRG t20FGA2yT GKS 2AYyOGKNRLI . f20]
oni KS O2NYySNJ 2F al SNAO|l {GNBSG FyYyR al @SNARO1 {ljdzt N
The banks were largely rebuilt at the turn of thé"2fentury, and today are centered around the north

side of Maverick Square, including the ColumiiastCompany, the Metropolitan Trust Company and

the East Boston Savings Bank. Together with the District Court, the Police Precinct and the Post Office on

this block, these buildings give this area of the neighborhood a decidedly institutional chafduer.

Public Welfare Building on Maverick Street and the East Boston Relief Station on Meridian add another

layer to this institutional infrastructure.

Figureb Sturtevant House

.2at2yQa 9ftftAa LatlyRY 9lLad .2at2y a GKS FANBRG A&

Attracted by affordable housing, plentifuhloyment, and the presence of other immigrants made East
Boston a center for several immigrant communities. A great influx of Irish immigtantsdsin the
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1850s, helping to increase tip®pulation of the island from 5,018 in8%5 to 18,356 in 186(23% of

which were Irish immigranjsThe Irish population continued to grow, and they dominated East Boston
politics and built churches and parochial schools. However, other groups began to make an impact in
East Boston. By 1905, the growing group of Europksws had made East Boston home to the largest
Jewish community in New England. The Jewish population was soon surpassed by the Italians, who first
came to East Boston frothe North End, and then directly from Italy. By 1915, East Béksgmpulation
was27%ltalian. While today there is still a large population of Italian Americans living in East Boston,
mostly centered around Orient Heights, other populations, mostly from South and Central America,

have become the largest immigrant group to call East®&ohome.

l1a .23a0G2yQa K2YS (2 Ylyeé AYYAINryidazr G4KSNB FINB &s
immigration history. The Immigrants Home, on Marginal Street near the wharves was first built in 1881,

and replaced by a new building ftirat samepurpose in 1912. Thenimigration Station was built in

1919 by the Federal Government to process immigrants as they first arrived in Boston. The station may

have replaced an earlier station on the same site. The Station served both as a processingustbéison

I RSGSylAazy OSYGiSNE AyONBlIaay3date F2N 6Kz2asS O2yaiRr
Immigration Building still stands today, though it is
scheduled to be demolished in early 2011.

The Transportation Crucible?

Isolated East Boston waseated with railroad
transportation goals in mind and coubaily succeed
with creative transit solutions, making the islaatl
the forefront of transportation innovation. First, the
construction of thedng ferry wharf in the 1830s |
allowed for efficient ferry transit to the mainland. At
the turn of the 20" century, efforts to build the = =9
62 NI RQa f2 y 3 Sai dzy RS N¥ I'Figur27'\S|Jbr:arﬁ1-éathnr:él,)\connlgctriqrrérE‘arstéB:)ston?o €3t y Ay
order to connect EaBoston with the main city via Atlantic Avenue (1903)

trolley. The submarine tunnel was completed in
1904.

Ferry transport remained important to the island,
particularly wih car trarsport, until the first tunnel
built for automobile transportation was constructed
in 1934, the Sumner Tunnel. Another feat of
engineering, the Sumner was followed by the

BRER

E s - BEWA T
construction of the Callahan Tunnel in 1964. A thir & A e ._j},\\ b |

=ow R

Boston Harbor tunnel was compést as part of the

larger Big Dig project, and the Ted Williams Tunnetiqres East Boston, near the airport, ca 1970
was opened to the public in 2003.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/Approaching_Logan_Airport.jpg
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islands began to be filled in as early as 1915 for tmstraction of a large port that was planned for the

area, which was soon transformed into plans for the airport, which opened in 1923. Large expansions to

the airport were made in 1943 and 1946, and in 1966, the airport expanded again over what was then

the Olmsted designed Wood Island Park. In the late 1960s, the Bird Island Flats were filled in for further
expansion of the airport.

While East Boston was the home of much transportation innovation and advances in technology, it has
often caused strife witim the neighborhood. Building projects associated with the tunnels and with the
airport have led to the taking of houses and land, excessive noise and pollution.

District Demographics

Today, a look at the storefronts along Maveraid CentraSquarswill tell you that the population of

East Boston today is heavily Spardégleaking compositionAs we wait to get the final reports from the

2010 census, we can look back a decade and see then that nearly 50% of the households in 02128 were
Hispanic, an®5% of that tract spoke a language other than English at home. At that time, about 20% of
the individuals were listed under the poverty line. It is likely that this section of East Boston will have
even more Spanish speaking households in the 2010 celadas(* This will be updated as soon as
possible).

NeighborhoodSuccess Stories and Districh&lenges

There have been several positive advances in the East Boston Main Street district with the development
(or simply the maintenance and continued usé&historic resources within the district along with new
construction projects. These can provide a role model as well as serving as a foundation to spur further
preservation and development efforts.

What is going right foMaverick and Central Squares

1 The new MBTA station and the reconfiguration of the square and Lewis Mall have greatly
improved the appearance and the flow of car and pedestrian traffic in the area.

1 With this upgraded infrastructure, Maverick Square rewainedthe transportation hub ér
East Bostonfeaturing the blue line and several bus lines that connect throughout East Boston
and surrounding communities (Chelsea, Everett, Revere)

i East Boston Health Center, one of the most active and successful community health centers in
Boston, las started construction of a nelealthcare center in Maverick Square, which will offer
an important service and fill a massive hole in the street wall right in the square.

1 There are currently abow80activebusinesses in the Main Street district

1 The dstrict features a very low vacancy rate (which also is a detractor, because it is tough for
new businesses to move into district)

1 There have been 4Blain Street supported or funded facade improvemenbdjects in the past 4
years

1 The district features argat deal of pedestrian traffic
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9 According to Main Street Executive director Clark Moulaisesidents express a feeling of
belonging in East Boston, many shop locally

9 Also according to Moulaison, the district is a safe place and the feeling isdigdibas look out
for one another

District Challenges

While previous redevelopment projecasd strong community engagemepiovide a sat foundation,
there are still challengé®r historic preservatiomelated to economidrends and overall attitudeshey
include:

T 9FLad .2ad2yQa f 26 SNJ YS Ratlaginek ahharvuSineyses) Sa A0 RAT
particularly regional/national tenants.

1 Undocumented residents who are business owners are often afraid to ask for help from the
police, the citywhich can éssuade them from applying for Main Street funding support or
reporting crime or bad activity in the district.

1 There is low vacancy in the district, but the ownership turnover can be high.

1 Presence of aahguage barrierowners and employees who only speSpanistor Portuguese
can make it difficult for customers that only speak Enghstd vice versa.

9 Solid metal security grates and other out of code issues with buildings (business owners find the
city process cumbersome)

9 Large opportunity to reach ntibns of airplane passengers each yegat little is done to
encourage tourists/visitors to check out East Boston

Historic PreservatiorSpecific Challenges:

1 There are no National Register districts that cover the commercial districts (though there is a
National Register district on Eagle Hill and the Princeton Street Architectural Conservation
District).

1 There are no Boston Landmarks in the district.

There are no protections for any of the buildings included in this casebook chapter

1 There are no historioverlay districts that could help add a layer of review to projects that could
affect historic buildings.

=
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District

T

Recommendations

Nominate the district to be included on the National Register of Historic Places, or take the

necessary stepstoearntfiedi I 4 SQa RS aA 3 THisivill dake bifingS dligibXod A £ A (1 & c
historic tax credits, providing equity to make rehabilitation projects more feasiviether

angle would be to examine the possibility of thematic district nominationd @l 4G . 2a 2y Qa
LYRdAzZAGNARIf 2 GSNFENRBYG | A&ad2NRO 5Aa0GNKOGE
LRSYGATe (KS & Kahdektablisl ddhisiplars fobthizik redevelgpiant or

continued maintenance.

Continue the work that has already been taking place in enlivening sgaceghoutthe

district 8 S8 INBIF G SEI YLX Sa 2F LINBaSNBIFiGA2Yy 62N] (KI
the Waterfront, some of the lofts along Border Street, etc)

Plan to create connective corridors to the waterfront, including planning for visually congecti

the district to the waterfront with view corridors.

Work towards securing design guidelines that address traditional appearances with emerging
communities design sensibility.

Preservation Opportunities

There are several properties that colddnefit from restoration and renovation. This would help bring
additional positive attention to the district and spur further neighborhood development. Details of each
building are belovand further information can be founieh the property summaries incledl in this
casebook chapter.

Name Address ApproxYB ) < 3
Woodbury Building 201 Sumner Street 1841
East Boston Public Welfal 154 Maverick Street 1936
Building

First Presbyterian Church| 130 London Street 1870
Engine 9 Fire House 60 Paris Street 1891
EastBoston Savings Bankl 2-8 Meridian Street 1913
Meridian Street 120-138 Meridian Street | Pre 1884
Commercial Block

Stevenson Building 238Meridian Street c. 1880
East Boston Branch Libra| 276 Meridian Street 1914

75 Meridian Street- 75 Meridian Street c. 1870
DEMOLISHED
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Methodology

The properties in this chapter of the Commercial Casebook were chosen to represent the opportunities

for historic preservation in this commercial district. By including them in this Casebook, we have

identified them as places that are historically, arcbiteally or culturally significant to this district. The

selected buildings and resources deserve attention, interpretation, protection, and to become patrt of a
RAAGNRAOGQa 20SNIff SO2y2YAO0 &4dz00S&aa FyR NBOGAGETE AT

Sources:
f East Boston: ExploringBosfod b SA3IKO02NK22Ra ¢0.2ad®4y [ YRYI NJ &
T {AGSa F2NIIA&G2NAOIE LYGSNLINBGIFGAZY 2y 9l &d . 2

Boston and the Boston Redevelopment Authority, April 2009

Boston Landmarks Commission Survey Forms ¢péadtiy those for the tunnels), 1989/1990

East Boston Immigration Station Study Report, Boston Landmark Commission, 2010

9 Traces of the Past in Maverick Square: lllustrating Economic, Social and Political Trends using
Artifacts, Layers, and Tradeg Andrew Lukmann, MIT
(http://web.mit.edu/lukymann/wwwi/city/trends.pdf)

1 King's Handbook of Boston Harbor, 1883 by M.F. Sweetser

=a =
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Woodbury Building

SITE INFORMATNO

Address: 191-201 Sumner Street {B3 Lewis Street)

Neighborhood:East Boston

Main Street District:East Boston Main Street

Owner: WoodburyCunard Associates

Property Type:commercial/residential

Lot Size16,265 sq ft

Approximate Building Size48,000 square feet

Parcel Number0105398015

Ward: 01

Assessment (2010): Land $624,200
Building $1174,800
Total $1,799,000
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION:

DateBuilt: 1841-1844
Architect: Sparill
Designations None

SIGNIFICANCE:

The Woodbury Building is the oldest commercial building in East Boston. The three story Greek Revival
brick and granite building is an important visual anchor for Maverick Square. Built between 1841 and
1841, the Woodbury Building reflects an early phase of commercial development in East Boston directly
associated with this ferry slip and warehouse lomatiThe block was built by East Boston Wharf

Company, which was incorporated in 1833, and was responsible for the improvement of the significant
Lewis Wharf and the construction of many brick warehouses that lined the wharf in theet@ury.

By1858,KS O2 YLJ y & Q& ¢ KiveNdick builidyt uat S RwarelbdsHspss, shops ah
dwellings.Most of these warehouse buildings (including the Woodbury Building) were owned and
operated by the National Dock and Warehouse Company from thel8fl¢entury through at least the
1920s. The Woodbury Building is the only remnant of these warehouses.

The building is a fine example of this type of early commercial/waterfront construction that was once
prevalent in the surrounding area. The simple grapitet and lintel system is a distinctive architectural
feature from this era, and is retained on the Woodbury Building.

After experiencing years of neglect and a bad fine, buildingwas rehabilitated in the 1970s by the
Woodbury Cunard Associates coporation ofthe East Boston Community Development Corporation.

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:

The building is in fine condition and is well maintained currently. The building is a mix of commercial and
elderly low income housindt is surrounded ¥ public housing development. The building has received
some Main Streetunded grants imecent years.

PRESERVATION STRATH®& Woodbury Buildindpased on its age, architecture, and significance as

one of the only remaining buildings from this important era of East Boston history, would likely be

eligible for Boston Landmark StatuBhough the building is igood conditionand is fully occupiednore

O2dzZ R 06S R2yS G2 IINIAOdZ FGS AdGa AAIYAFAOLYyOS &

The Woodbury Building is a great candidate for National Register listing, based on architectural and

historic significance, and as its positon 6% 2 F (GKS 2yt & NBYlFIAYAy3d o0dzAf RAYy
period of development. Moreover, if the building were listed on the National Register, it would also be

eligible for historic tax credits, which could be used to offset a rehabilitation prdjettwould make

improvements to the fenestration, storefronts and further preserve this significant building.
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PHOTOGRAPHS:
7 "mw,} T e S T

Thesephotographs, while not of the Woodbury Building, show a fewhefwarehouses that lined Lewis
Street that havesincebeendemolished. The Woodbury Building is the only remaining bujldirthis
group that remains standing.
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Public Welfare Building

SITE INFORMATION

Address: 154 Maverick Street
Neighborhood:East Boston

Main Street District:East Boston Main Street
Owner:One 54 Maverick LLMIelissa Tyler
Property Type:institutional

Lot Size4121 square feet

Parcel Number0103868000

Approximate Building Sizet2,300 square feet
Ward: 01

Assessment (2010): Land $137,800
Building $540,200
Total $678,000
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION:

Date Built: 1936
Architect: Joseph McGann
Designations None

SIGNIFICANCE:

An example o depressiorera municipal building, the front facade of the building still bears the words
Gh@SNBSSNE 27F (iTKeke istedderfceti@at tRisSite Fids hNabrdidiedd by the city of
Boston, as raps show a wood frame Boston Armory building o giie as early as 188fhe Armory

was replaced in 1936 by the three story brick and concrete Public Welfare building.

¢CKS tdzot A0 28t TFFNB o6dAftRAYI 6la ARSYGATASR Ay
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITINGOUBNS:

The building, which has been vacant for many years, is slated to be redeveloped into-as@ulti
building that will include small business incubator space on the first floor, office space on the second
floor, and a residential apartment on thepdthird) floor. While these are excellent plans and a great
use for the building, it project is complex and may require technical and funding assistance.

PRESERVATION STRATEGY:

The Public Welfare Building is a great candidate to be included in anilReqgister district that could

be centered around the institutional buildings in and around Maverick Square. Listing the Public Welfare
building on the National Register would allow the current owners to apply for historic tax credits, which
could help ing equity to the project. HBI could be helpful in preparing the Part 1 form, which starts the
process of getting a building on the National Register.

. L
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Engine 9 Fire House

SITE INFORMATION

Address: 60 Paris Street

Neighborhood:East Boston

Main Street District:East Boston Main Street
Owner: Italian American War Veterans
Property Type:institutional

Lot Size4720 square feet
ApproximateBuilding Size12,000 square feet
Parcel Number0105486000

Ward: 01

Assessment (2010): Land $108,600
Building $302,300
Total $410,900
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION:

Date Built:1891
Architect: Harrison Henry Atwood, Charles J Batenaang Henry J Stevenson
Designations:None

SIGNIFICANCBesigned by architects Harrison Henry Atwood, Charles J Bateman, and Henry J
Stevenson, this yellow brick fire house was built in 1891. The firehouse was built on the site of a
previous firehouse tht had been constructed in 1851 and occupied by a Haulted apparatus. In
1892, Ladder Company 2 moved in from their previous quarters at 64 Marion Street.

Engine 9 and Ladder 2 stayed at this firehouse until May 13, 1977 when the firehouse was absed an
the fire companies moved into a new firehouse at 239 Sumner Street, several blocks away.

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:

The building was sold by thétyCand is now occupied by a veterans group, the Itahamerican War
Veterans. The building i®hthreatened at this time, but is included here due to its significance and to
be monitored in the future.

PRESERVATION STRATEGY:

This building could be included in a National Register District that is based in and around Maverick
Square, making it eligle for historic tax credits.

HBI and/or East Boston Main Street should approach the Italian American War Veterans group to learn
more about their plans for the future of the building and if there is any way that either group can be
helpful.

PHOTOGRAPHS

e
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Engine 9/Ladder 2 Firehouse at60 Paris St., East Boston, circa 1895. The firehouse at G0 Paris Street, East Boston, Engine 9/Ladder 2, circa 1910.



Commercial CaseboolEast Boston
Historic Boston Incorporate@015

First Presbyterian Church

SITE INFORMATNO

Address: 130 London Street
Neighborhood:East Boston

Main Street District:East Boston Main Street
Owner: Presbytery of Boston

Property Type:lnstitutional

Lot Size4,400 square feet
Parcel Number0105438000
Ward: 01
Assessment (2010): Land $335,700
Building $826,100
Total $1,161,800
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION:

Date Built:1870
Architect: unknown
Designations None

SIGNIFICANCE:his highVictorian Gothic church was constructed in 18&Y1. The First Presbyterian
Church first gathered in 1853 in East Boston, erecting a woodentthufd60, which burned down in
1870.As the first Presbyterian congregation in East Boston, the church is important as an institution
closely associated with religious development of the East Boston commuihiycurrent building is the
sole survivor othe numerous High Victorian Gothic style churches that once clustered in the
Central/Maverick Square are@he steeple was removed in the 1950s.

CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITTG&&arrent congregations, Iglesia del Dios Vivo and La Luz
del Mundo hae done some repair work over the past decade, including painting the interior in 2004

and during the summer of 2010, emergency repairs were completed to the stained glass windows facing
London/Meridian Streets. According to area residents, the buildirglaeignificant structural repairs

and is suffering from severe water infiltration at the street level.

PRESERVATION STRATEGY:

The building, which appears to be suffering from structural inefficiencies, needs to be studied by an
architect. HBI shouldonsider supporting a comprehensive building assessment in coordination with the
current congregation and the owners of the building.

The building could also be included in a National Register district, which might help the congregation
obtain planning grat funding or emergency stabilization funding from the Massachusetts Historical
Commission.







