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Egleston Square, Roxbury/Jamaica Plain 
 

 

Introduction to District 
Egleston Square, which straddles two Boston neighborhoods, Roxbury and Jamaica Plain, is a linear 
district that was largely developed in the late 19th century as new transportation systems were 
introduced to the area.  Located near the (now underground) Stony Brook, the area was also a center 
for manufacturing and brewery industries.  
 
The district features many one-story commercial blocks, a few residential apartment buildings and 
various buildings that were built to support either industrial or transportation functions. Egleston Square 
is buffered on both sides of Washington Street by residential neighborhoods consisting of multi-family 
ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ tŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ 9Ƴerald Necklace park system, is a close neighbor.  
 
There is an ongoing community debate about the boundaries of Roxbury and Jamaica Plain and which 
neighborhood can claim Egleston Square. The area features both the same zip code and phone number 
exchange as Jamaica Plain and is traditionally considered to be part of that neighborhood for most 
municipal planning purposes. Demographically and socially, however, the district today parallels 
Roxbury.  
 
District Layout and Boundaries 
 
The district lacks distinct boundaries, but the greater neighborhood runs along Washington Street from 
about Dimock Street to Green Street and along Columbus Avenue from approximately Dimock Street 
and Walnut Avenue. The district is adjacent to the Hyde and Jackson Square commercial area and Forest 
Hills in Jamaica Plain.  
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The abutting residential streets are bound by the Orange Line or Southwest Corridor/Stony Brook to the 
northwest and Franklin Park to the southeast. The large Brewery Complex, developed in recent years by 
the Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation, is also included within the greater Egleston 
Square area.  
 
The area is accessed by public transportation by the orange line at either Stonybrook or Green Street 
stations, and by several MBTA bus lines. The primary roadways are Washington Street and Columbus 
Avenue.  
 

 
 

Historical Narrative 
 
Rural countryside to urban environment 
 
Jamaica Plain, once a section of the town of Roxbury, was formed by the creation of the transportation 
routes connecting Boston to its southern and western neighbors. These include the Dedham Road (first 
built in 1663, now Centre Street) and the Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike (now Washington Street). 
Commercial and residential development followed those two corridors, creating, in effect, two different 
linear growth patterns. This split was further defined by the presence of the Stony Brook, and eventually 
the railroad tracks and factories that ran alongside the waterway. This division was solidified by the 
government the government sponsored clearing of houses and industrial buildings for the Southwestern 
Expressway highway building project.  This project ultimately failed, and the long, linear, Southwest 
/ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ a.¢!Ωǎ hǊŀƴƎŜ [ƛƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 
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Wealthy estates dominate rural landscape 
 
In the 17th century, the area that is now Egleston Square 
was dominated by the estate of Thomas Bell, an English 
merchant. Upon his death in 1672, he bequeathed his 
land (which stretched from about Lamartine Street to 
present day Walnut Avenue) to the Roxbury Latin 
School. A street built in 1662, traversing his estate, was 
later named School Street in reference to Roxbury Latin.  
During this time, Jamaica Plain comprised the southern 
section of the Town of Roxbury. The hilly, rural area was 
dotted with country estates of the wealthy and small 
industrial endeavors along the Stony Brook.  In 1803, 
the thoroughfare that is now Washington Street (and 
for a time was called Shawmut) was improved to become 
the Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike, connecting Boston with 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island.  A few decades later, in 1834, 
the railroad was built along the Stony Brook. The area still remained rural, however, as travel into 
Boston remained difficult and lengthy.  The railroad did not improve the situation all that much, as there 
were few stations and the fare was expensive.   
 
In 1848, the Roxbury Latin School decided to sell the Thomas 
Bell land to increase its endowment. Plans were drawn and the 
area between Walnut Avenue and Washington Street (then 
Shawmut) was subdivided into house lots. In 1866, the Town of 
West Roxbury voted to build a new street to connect the two 
larger thoroughfares, and Egleston Square was created. (The 
original Egleston Square no longer exists: it was absorbed in 
the 1895 extension of Columbus Avenue, but the name had 
already come to represent the larger community, so it survived 
the transition).  
 
Electric street cars and residential development 
 
Though the development of this land was highly 
transformational to the area, increased commercial and 
residential growth remained slow until the 1880s, when 
electric streetcar service was introduced. The streetcars were 
twice as fast as the horse cars, carried more passengers, and 
were relatively cheap; and for opened the suburbs as a viable 
place of residence to large numbers of people who worked in 
Boston.   For the first time, the wide open spaces and clean air of 
the Roxbury Highlands and Jamaica Plain were accessible to 
members of the middle class, who could now afford to leave behind the dirty and overpopulated Boston 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ.έ 
 

Figure 2 Conjecture 

Drawing/Map of Egleston Square 

area, 1874, by Richard Heath  

Figure 1 Curtis House, early 

Jamaica Plain farmhouse, located 

near today's Stonybrook Station  
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The German Influence 

Two large breweries in Egleston 
helped attract a large German working 
class population. Their mark is seen in 
street names including Germania, 
Bismark and Beethoven, as well as the 
German Music Club on Armory Street, 
now the Neighborhood Club. This 
building retains cartouches featuring 
classical instruments.  

Jamaica Plain changed swiftly. The large estates were sold and quickly subdivided into small lots that 
would hold elegant single family homes for the upper middle class and multiple family houses and 
apartment blocks for the working class. The first apartment houses were built in Jamaica Plain in the 
1890s, on Washington Street in the Egleston Square area.  
 
Another change was reflected in the eventual annexation of Jamaica Plain to Boston. In 1851, the 
residents of Jamaica Plain decided to secede from the more urban Roxbury and to join West Roxbury, in 
ƘƻǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ .ƻǎǘƻƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōȅ мутоΣ 
West Roxbury was also absorbed by the city of Boston, and Jamaica Plain was transformed from a group 
of small villages into an interior suburban neighborhood within city limits.  
 
Development of the Streetcar Suburb 
During the last three decades of the 19th century, the 
Egleston Square neighborhood changed drastically. With 
quick transportation and relatively inexpensive real estate 
readily available, the population boomed. For these new 
residents, their suburban neighborhood and the recently 
created Franklin Park up the hill provided a peaceful 
refuge from Boston and their places of work. Rapid 
growth led to clusters of commercial activities around the 
Boylston Street, Green Street and Forest Hills Railroad 
stations.  
 
Beyond residential and commercial 
growth, the area also became home to 
a great deal of industry. The breweries, 
tanneries, print shops and factories 
were mostly focused along the Stony 
Brook valley, taking advantage of both 
the existing aquifers and the presence 
of the Boston and Providence Railroad. 
Two large scale breweries, the 
Haffenraffer brewing complex (1870) on 
Germania and Amory Streets and the 
Franklin Brewery (1890) provided the 
vast quantity of jobs in the area, 
attracting large Irish and German 
working class populations. These groups lived mostly in between Amory and Washington Streets, taking 
advantage of the new multi-family housing there.  These immigrant communities, particularly the 
Germans, had a great deal of of influence over the surrounding area. Jamaica Plain became home to 
many German-American institutions, music schools and German language clubs.  To this day, there is 
evidence of this influence in the area through street names (Germania, Bismarck, Beethoven) and the 
presence of the Neighborhood Club, formerly the German Music Club on Amory Street, which still 
retains cartouches featuring classical instruments on its façade.  In the last decades of the 19th century 
and into the early 20th century, this section of Jamaica Plain also was home to the majority of the Boston 
Symphony orchestra members, who were largely German.  

Figure 3 Haffenreffer Brewery, date unknown, courtesy 

of the Boston Globe  
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The Decline of the Washington Street Corridor 
In 1906, an elevated railway extended from Dudley 
Square to Forest Hills, running along Washington Street 
through Egleston Square. The construction of this 
elevated train represented the greatest change for the 
district. Though the area was well served by quick 
transportation into Boston with two stations (Egleston 
Square and Green Street), the existence of the elevated 
rail created a dark and dirty streetscape.  Businesses 
suffered and a sense of discomfort and danger 
persisted under the tracks. Centre Street began to 
attract more businesses and the surrounding residential 
area retained its middle class base, while the 
Washington Street corridor became more and more 
degraded and deteriorated over the decades of the 20th 
century. 
 
The greater Egleston Square area suffered, as did all urban neighborhoods, during the middle of the 20th 
century from influence of the automobile and the exodus of the middle class to the surrounding 
suburbs. The focus on the car as the primary source of transportation allowed for an even greater 
separation between the place of work and place of residence. New highways encouraged this shift, and 
a great deal of Boston residents left urban neighborhoods. Businesses in these city commercial districts 
suffered, leaving many to close. The highways themselves began to threaten the vitality of this 
neighborhood, as plans to build an expressway through Jamaica Plain, Roxbury and the South End began 
to surface as early as 1948.  By 1966 the Commonwealth revealed plans for an eight-ƭŀƴŜ ά{ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
9ȄǇǊŜǎǎǿŀȅέΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ άLƴƴŜǊ .Ŝƭǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ L-95 to I-фоΣ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎǿŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ 
began to relocate families and businesses 
along the proposed project area. The results 
were devastating to the area and residents, 
mostly minorities and immigrants who 
lacked political power and support, felt 
helpless to stop the highway from ripping 
their neighborhoods apart. Stores and 
homes stood abandoned, attracting 
vandalism and crime.   
 
Activists Bring Community Together 

What happened next is one of the best 
examples of citizen activism in Boston 
history.  Angered and dissatisfied by the 
Central Artery project in downtown Boston that created horrific traffic jams and drastically split apart 
urban neighborhoods, residents organized and began to fight the Inner Belt and Southwest Corridor 
highway project. After years of protest and a considerable loss of the built environment, Boston 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ finally heard and in 1972, Governor Francis Sargent halted the highway plans. In 
the years that followed, new plans were created to use the already cleared land for the six- mile linear 

Figure 4 Elevated Rail at School and 

Washington Streets, Photo courtes y of 

HAER 

Figure 5 1965 Artist's Depiction of the 

Southwest Expressway, courtesy of the 

Massachusetts Department of Public Works  
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Southwest Corridor park system and the relocated MBTA Orange Line. The communities in Hyde Park, 
Jamaica Plain, Roxbury and the South End had successfully fought off the highway project that surely 
would have cost these neighborhoods their vitality and damage to their future.  
 
The relocation of the Orange Line also led to another drastic change for the Egleston Square 
neighborhood: the removal of the elevated railway that had darkened Washington Street for nearly a 
century in 1986. While the area lost its direct access to rapid transit (which is still a short distance away 
at Stony Brook station), it also benefited from the newfound openness and light. Today, there are still 
signs of the existence of the elevated railway, including long neglected storefronts that were once in the 
shadow of the tall steel beams and rails.  
 
The activism of the 1970s also produced two strong community development corporations that include 
Egleston Square in their coverage areas, Jamaica Plain Neighborhood Development Corporation (JPNDC) 
and Urban Edge. Both organizations have succeeded in creating quality affordable housing solutions and 
important commercial developments throughout Egleston square, including Egleston Center, built on 
the former elevated rail car-ȅŀǊŘΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ 9ƎƭŜǎǘƻƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ 
do with the perseverance of Urban Edge and their many projects in the area. JPNDC, besides pursuing 
affordable housing goals, has undertaken the immense rehabilitation and economic redevelopment 
project at the former Haffenreffer Brewery complex. Today, the JPDNC Small Business complex is home 
to over 50 small businesses, which together employ more than 250 people, effectively realizing the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ Ƨƻōǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ IŀŦŦŜƴǊŜŦŦŜǊ .ǊŜǿŜǊȅ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ 
operations in the 1960s.  
 
The area CDCs have remained quite active in Egleston Square, and other recent investment has taken 
place through new, and often immigrant, communities. The district has a considerable amount of youth 
and youth services.  
 
Neighborhood Context and District Demographics 
Egleston SquareΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ neighborhoods feature various housing types that reflect local 
ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлth 
century apartment buildings, multi-ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǘǊƛǇle-deckers.   
 
Today, nearly 50% of the neighborhood population is African American and 42% is Hispanic; most are 
moderate- or low-income. The population is composed predominantly of family households (65%), that 
do not own a vehicle (40%),and rent their hƻƳŜ όǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ I.LΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ 
Centers program, November 2007).  
 
Neighborhood Strengths and Success Stories  
 

¶ There are several strong residential neighborhoods around Egleston Square 

¶ Egleston Square is based along three or four major thoroughfares, which positions the district 
well and provides a great deal of visibility 

¶ The district is easily accessed by trains and buses 

¶ Egleston Square features a strong Latino community 

¶ There are several strong community development corporations that are involved in and around 
the district 
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¶ The proximity to the Brewery Complex and the development potential of the Green Street 
corridor and other Stony Brook properties 

¶ Proximity to Franklin Park 
 
There have been several successful preservation projects and developments in the Egleston Square area 
over the past decade or so. These projects can serve as a model for other projects, as well as  a 
foundation to spur further preservation and development efforts.  
 

¶ The 1902 Egleston Square Power Station 

Vacant since the elevated train came down in 1986,the power station underwent a spectacular 

and largely transformative rehabilitation in 2007. The building, which was developed through a 

partnership between Urban Edge and Boston Neighborhood Network, is now home to the BNN 

Charles J. Beard Media Center and an extremely positive development for this end of Egleston 

Square.  The project is also an excellent example of very good historic preservation work and 

reuse of a seriously threatened historic resource.  

¶ The 1865 Metropolitan Railway Company horsecar barn 

The barn on the corner of School and Washington Streets was developed by Urban Edge in 1995 

and is currently the home of the YMCA, Greater Egleston High School, and Egleston Square Main 

Streets. 

¶ The Brewery, the former Haffenreffer Brewery complex                                                                         

The JPNDC oversaw the rehabilitation of the brewery complex, which  has provided a large 

number of new jobs, small business opportunities and become a source of pride for Jamaica 

Plain. The JPDNC Small Business complex is home to over 50 small businesses, which together 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нрл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 

jobs that were lost when the Haffenreffer Brewery ceased operations in the 1960s. Besides 

space for small business and non-profit organization, The Brewery also features a gym, a 

popular cafe, a full service restaurant, and is home to the headquarters of Boston Beer 

Company, brewers of Samuel Adams beer. The Sam Adams brewery is also a source of tourism 

for the area.  

¶ The Badger Building                                                                                                                                                   

Rogerson Communities, a non- profit affordable elderly housing organization, is currently 

redeveloping this building as their third rehabilitation project on the site of the historic Home 

for Aged Couples.  Once completed, it will include 37 units of affordable elder housing, and will 

join the historic Carleton House, Walnut House, and the new Spencer House.  

¶ New construction                                                                                                                                          

In the late 1990s, a Citgo Station and a Walgreens moved into the district, showing newfound 

confidence in the Egleston Square market. Egleston Center, built in the mid 1990s by Urban 

Edge, is located on the site of the old elevated rail car-yards. A property owner recently built a 

new stretch of storefronts with housing above on Washington Street, relating to the typical 

Jamaica Plain mixed use type.  
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Neighborhood Challenges 
While previous redevelopment projects provide a solid foundation, there are still difficulties for historic 
preservation in this area including economic trends and overall attitudes. In recognizing the specific 
hurdles, we can make strategies to overcome them. The challenges include: 
 

¶ Absentee Property Owners 
Although some property owners run businesses in the district, many do not work or live in the 
community.  Many absentee landlords have let properties fall into disrepair.  Engaging these 
property owners has been a challenge for Egleston Square Main Street staff and board.  

¶ Weak commercial market for chains and national stores                                                                                                                         
In 2007, a market assessment commissioned by Egleston Square Main Street indicated $14.6 
million of sales leakage from the primary trade area. For residents and employees of the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ 9ƎƭŜǎǘƻƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜ may very well be best positioned as 
the άƎƻ-ǘƻέ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ While the Egleston Square business district 
demonstrates many functions of a strong neighborhood commercial district, it lacks the 
corresponding strong identity The linear nature of the commercial district, coupled with the lack 
ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ άŎŜƴǘŜǊέ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉerception, as does the absence of a strong anchor 
business or type of service. Further, Washington Street and Columbus Avenue are major vehicle 
thoroughfares, and for most drivers, Egleston is a place to get through, not stop.   

¶ Historic preservation undervalued 
There is a general lack of information about historic resources in the area. The district was last 
surveyed by the Boston Landmarks Commission in the early 1980s, and has very sparse 
information. There is only one property in the greater Egleston Square area listed on the 
National Register, the Zakrzewska Medical Building at the Dimock Community Health Center 
(although the Rogerson Communities buildings, including the Carlton House, may be in the 
process of becoming designated, as they are undergoing rehabilitation projects that have 
applied for historic tax credits).  Additionally, there is little knowledge of the benefits of historic 
preservation, which along with the changing demographics of the area over time has 
contributed an overall lack of appǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ 
historic resources.  For example, historic materials and fabric on storefronts  are obscured by 
awnings and grates and are not maintained properly.  Some commercial and residential 
properties in the district and the surrounding neighborhood have seen insensitive alteration 
through poorly designed additions, removal of historic details and the use of historically 
inappropriate materials such as vinyl siding. There are opportunities to help property owners 
understand the economic value of preservation maintenance.  

¶ District Lacks a Positive Image 
The business mix in the district is limited and unsatisfactory to the changing demographic 
landscape of Egleston Square.  The district currently has an overabundance of personal service 
businesses such as barbershops.  There are few sit-down restaurants, fresh food outlets, or 
retail goods for neighborhood families.  The lack of a strong business mix and a strong identity 
discourage neighborhood residents from visiting area merchants.  Crime is the main social issue 
threatening the viability of the district.  Loitering and pan handling add to the perception that 
the area is unsafe.   

¶ Automobile domination  
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻƴ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎ !ǾŜƴǳe and Washington Street has a deep impact 
on the economic viability of the district.  The intersection of these two main through ways in the 
heart of the district discourages pedestrians and inconveniences customers but may be suitable 
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to highly localized services with a regional clientele. The heavy traffic flow has spurred billboards 
that dominate the landscape and dwarf storefronts.  The traffic flow also creates bottlenecks, 
raises noise levels and makes parking in the district difficult. 

 
District Recommendations: 
 

¶ A National Register district 
Consider the nomination of Green Street properties to become a National Register district, 
either on its own or as part of a larger Stony Brook Valley Industrial theme. Sections of Egleston 
Square, particularly around Franklin Brewery, could also feature contributing buildings within 
such a district. The benefits for this district nomination (and successive designation) would be to 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎes in the 
area, and to gain easy access to the use of historic tax credits, which could be used for 
rehabilitation projects for these contributing buildings.  

¶ Guidelines for property owners 
Establish district design guidelines that can guide property owners as they undertake building 
improvements. Take special notice of district design characteristics and the strength of the 
industrial building types in the area.  

¶ Preservation education 
When property owners of historic buildings begin to plan changes to their buildings, encourage 
them to meet with Egleston Square Main Street and with Historic Boston Incorporated. Certain 
resources are available to them, including design assistance, advice, and possibly financial 
support through grants, loans or tax credits.  
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Opportunities for Preservation:  
There are several properties that could benefit from restoration and renovation. This would help bring 
additional positive attention to the district and spur further neighborhood development. Details of each 
building are below and further information can be found throughout this casebook chapter.  
 
NAME ADDRESS  APPOX. YEAR BUILT 

1. Franklin Brewery 3175 Washington Street 1894-1898 

2. Old Stag Tavern Building 3171 Washington Street Likely 1880/1890s 

3. Boylston Street Corner 

Building 

3161-3165 Washington Street Likely 1880/1890s 

4. School Street apartment 

blocks (2) 

87 School Street and 3115 Washington 
Street 

1893 and 1897 

5. Economy Plumbing Building 3190 Washington Street 1905 
 

6. West Roxbury Schoolhouse 3326 Washington Street 1850s/1860s, possibly 
moved from another 

nearby site 

7. Green Street properties Several parcels on Green Street between 
Washington and Amory Streets 

1880s-1900 

 
Methodology 
The properties in this chapter of the Commercial Casebook were chosen to represent the opportunities 
for historic preservation in this commercial district. By including them in this Casebook, we have 
identified them as places that are historically, architecturally or culturally significant to this district. The 
selected buildings and resources deserve attention, interpretation, protection, and to become part of a 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
 
Sources 
Egleston Square, by Richard Heath, from the Jamaica Plain Historical Society Website 
History of Jamaica Plain, from the Jamaica Plain Historical Society Website 
Egleston Square, from the Heart of the City Website, a Kennedy School project 
Neighborhood data from the Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Boston Landmarks Commission survey forms 
Bromley Atlases, Sanborn Maps, City of Boston Building Permits 
Historic Neighborhood Centers Application, written by Clarissa Quintilla, 2007 
2003 MIT Planning Study of Egleston Square 
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School and Washington Street Apartment Buildings 

 
SITE INFORMATION 
 
Address: 3115 Washington Street 
Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 
Main Street District: Egleston Square 
Owner: Commerce Apartments LLC 
Property Type: Commercial/residential 
Lot Size: 6874 square feet 
Total Square Footage (approx): 27,200 sq ft  (1 commercial, 3 residential) 
Parcel Number: 1101302000 
Ward: 11  
Assessment (2010): Land     $182,171.00  
   Building $ 584, 390.00 
   Total  $ 766,561.00 Tax: $12,728.74 
 
SITE INFORMATION 
 
Address: 87 School Street 
Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 
Main Street District: Egleston Square 
Owner: George Stamatos 
Property Type: Commercial/residential 
Lot Size: 5970 square feet 
Total Square Footage (approx): 22,000 sq ft. 
Parcel Number: 1101532000 
Ward: 11 
Assessment (2010): Land     $ 323,600.00  
   Building $ 1,025,900.00 
   Total  $ 1,349,500.00 Tax: $18,866.01 
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School and Washington Apartment Buildings 

 

¶ Built in the late 19th Century 

¶ Among the first of their kind in Roxbury 
and Jamaica Plain 

¶ Developed by the Littlefield brothers 

¶ In good condition and not threatened 

¶ Could be eligible for inclusion in a 
larger National Register district. 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION: 
Date Built: 1893 (3115 Washington Street), 1897 
(85 School Street) 
Architect:  Littlefield Brothers (developers/builders) 
Designations: none 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:  These two four-story apartment 
houses were among the first of their kind to be built 
in Roxbury and Jamaica Plain. Apartment houses, or 
family hotels as they were often called, had only 
recently become socially acceptable in Boston (one 
of the earliest of this type appeared at the Dunbar Hotel in Dudley Square in 1885). 
 
Built on opposite sides of Washington Street, along School Street, the buildings at 3115 Washington and 
87 School Street were developed by the Littlefield brothers ( four years apart, in 1893 and 1897). The 
Littlefields recognized that apartment living was gaining respectability but they also recognized one 
other factor - that the rapid electrification of the old horse car lines begun in 1887 would dramatically 
increase fixed rail transportation. Electrified streetcars could carry many more people much faster than 
the horse cars and more people could be encouraged to live out in the suburbs - only three blocks away 
from the new Franklin Park Zoo. The Littlefields built their apartment houses next to the streetcar barn. 
 
Both Littlefield buildings had ground floor retail space, which was uncommon beyond downtown. (From 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ IŜŀǘƘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƎƭŜǎǘƻƴ {ǉǳŀǊŜύ 
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:  Both buildings are in decent condition and not actively 
threatened by demolition or extreme alterations. The buildings are almost fully tenanted, both in the 
first floor commercial spaces and throughout the residential levels.  
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY:  These buildings should be recognized for their historic significance as some 
of the first apartment style housing in Roxbury and Jamaica Plain that reflect the streetcar suburb 
evolution of this area and its transition towards an immigrant and working class neighborhood.  The 
buildings would likely be eligible to be included in a larger National Register district as part of the 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻƴȅ .Ǌƻƻƪ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
district, and any future projects should consider their historic characteristics and their importance to 
Egleston Square.   
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Boylston Corner Building                 _________________________________________________________      
 
SITE INFORMATION 
 
Address: 3161-3165 Washington Street (2 parcels) 
Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 
Main Street District: Egleston Square 
Owner:  James Freedman (both) 
Property Type: Commercial/Residential 
Lot Size: 704 square feet (3161), 717 square feet (3165) 
Total Square Footage (approx): 4,200 square feet 
Parcel Number: 1102004000 (3161), 1102005000 (3165) 
Ward: 11 
Assessment (2009): 3161 Washington Street 

Land     $ 33,700.00 
   Building $ 158,300.00    

Total  $192,000 Tax: $1,653.32 
 

3165 Washington Street 
Land     $ 34,200.00 

   Building $ 157,800.00    
Total  $ 192,000.00 Tax: $1,653.32 
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The Boylston Corner Building 
 

Attractive brick commercial building 
that was likely built in the Stony 
Brook Valley brewery era.  

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION: 
 
Date Built: Pre 1896, probably in the 1880s or 1890s (based 
on maps and appearance of building- more bldg permit 
research needs to be conducted) 
Architect:  unknown 
Designations: none 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: The Boylston Corner Building is one of the earliest, extant buildings on this section of 
Washington Street in Egleston Square. The building (actually two parcels, but one building), was likely 
built for light industry and later transition to a commercial/residential mix of uses.  
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS:  More 
information needed, but the building appears it be in 
good condition and fully tenanted. The attractive brick 
three story building retains some valuable architectural 
detail on the upper floors, but the first floor 
commercial spaces have been altered.  
 
The building is not actively threatened, but is a fine 
example of an early brick commercial (or even light 
industrial) building that may have been associated with 
the construction of the Franklin Brewery. The way the 
building wraps around the corner of Washington and 
Boylston Streets makes it a solid anchor for this section 
of the commercial district.  
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY: Keep an eye on this 
building and offer design assistance for future 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ 
historic nature to inspire storefront improvements. It 
may not be too difficult to return to the look of the 
original storefronts, as some elements have been 
preserved.  This building could be a contributing 
property to a larger National Register district, or could 
ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мл҈ άƴƻƴ-ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎέ ǘŀȄ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƻ 
be used to help fund a rehabilitation project. 
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Old Stag Tavern Building 

 
SITE INFORMATION 
 
Address: 3171 Washington Street 
Neighborhood: Jamaica Plain 
Main Street District: Egleston Square 
Owner:  Edwin Valesquez 
Property Type: Commercial/residential 
Lot Size: 2131 square feet 
Total Square Footage (approx): 6,300 square feet 
Parcel Number: 1102007000 
Ward: 11 
Assessment (2009): Land     $ 104,700 
   Building $ 343,800 
   Total  $448,500.00  Tax: $4,748.98 
 

 



Commercial Casebook: Egleston Square 
Historic Boston Incorporated, 2009-2011 
 

The Old Stag Tavern Building 
 
Site of the oldest running 
business in the district, now 
closed. 
 
Built in the late 1890s around 
the beginning of the 
commercialization of the 
Egleston Square area. 
 
Preservation could include 
removing recent alterations to 
the façade. 
 
 
 
 

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION: 
Date Built: Unknown, before 1896, likely in the 1880s (more research needs to be done) 
Architect:  unknown 
Designations:  none 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:  The building was likely built during the 
beginning of the commercialization of the greater Egleston 
Square area.  The Old Stag Tavern, despite its current closed 
status, is the oldest running business in the district.  
 
The tavern was reputed to be controlled by the owners of the 
Haffenraffer Brewery during prior to prohibition. It was kept 
quiet, though, likely because the brewery employees who 
frequented the bar would not want to spend their time and 
money at a place owned by their boss (this is according to 
aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wŜƛǎƪƛƴŘΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Wt ōǊŜǿŜǊƛŜǎύΦ Lǘǎ 
location adjacent to the Franklin Brewery also could be 
significant as a part of this larger brewery district.  
 
CURRENT STATUS/EXISITING CONDITIONS: The Old Stag is 
currently closed. The owner, Edwin Valesquez, is interested in 
reopening, and at least two other parties are interested in taking over the business.  
 
PRESERVATION STRATEGY:  

¶ Learn more about the current ownership situation through conversations with ESMS executive 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ .Ŝǘǎȅ /ƻǿŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5b5Ωǎ WƻƘƴ [ȅƴŎƘΦ  

¶ Remove more recent alterations from the front façade, investigate what may be under the faux 
brick addition.  

¶ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǾŜǊƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
understand the building (which could lead to renderings for future work here). 

¶ The restoration of the exterior may attract new owners and a new type of bar/restaurant.  

¶ The rehabilitation of this building, especially paired with the redevelopment of nearby buildings, 
could garner a very high impact transition for this subdistrict.  

 
PHOTOGRAPHS: 
   

  
 


