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HBI!'s Mission

Historic Boston Incorporated is a 56-year old historic preservation organization that
redevelops at-risk historic buildings in order to help Boston’s neighborhoods thrive.

With the ability to devote its own technical and financial resources to projects, attract capital
from conventional lenders and philanthropic sources, and utilize state and federal tax credit
programs, HBI continues to be a patient non-profit investor in the redevelopment and re-use
of important historic buildings that the market has disregarded. Founded in 1960 to save
Downtown Boston’s Old Corner Bookstore building, (link to story below) HBI has restored
and repositioned dozens of historic buildings throughout Boston’s neighborhoods.

HBI currently manages a portfolio of five properties that it has recently rehabilitated, and
three that are in development: the Fowler Clark Epstein Farm (1786}, the Upham’s Corner
Comfort Station (1912) in Dorchester, and the Roslindale Substation {1911).

HBI’s History

Historic Boston Incorporated was started in 1960 as a rescue mission. Downtown Boston’s
oldest commercial building, the Old Corner Bookstore, was slated to become a parking
garage.

The building, constructed in 1718 by Dr. Thomas Crease, was his home and apothecary shop.
It later housed a number of booksellers and publishers, the most famous of which was
Ticknor and Fields, publishers of many well-known American titles including Thoreau's
Walden, Hawthorne’s The Scarlett Letter, Alcott’s Little Women, Beecher Stowe’s Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, and the Atlantic Monthly. Many of the great writers of the American
Renaissance - Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Oliver Wendell Holmes and many others -- were first published here,
and the first American editions of Charles Dickens works were issued from this building.

In 1960, a group of Bostonians, concerned about the impending toss of an important piece of
the city’s architecture and heritage, formed Historic Boston Incorporated (HBI) as a non-
profit organization and pooled their resources and connections to acquire and restore the
building for continued use as retail shops and commercial offices.

A New Model for Preservation

HBI's founders demonstrated that the preservation of historic buildings can be a driving
force in economic revitalization. The Old Corner Bookstore became an official site on
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Boston’s Freedom Trail and today is beloved for its architecture and history, and for its prime
retail location at the busy corner of Washington and School Streets.

The Old Corner Bookstore’s success inspired HBI to become a non-profit developer in 1979
when preservation leaders recognized the need for direct action was needed for many
historic buildings in Boston’s neighborhoods. HBI's first projects included Charlestown’s
Hurd House and Austin Block, East Boston’s Trinity House, and Roxbury’s Spooner Lambert
House, Zackzewrska Medical Building, Alvah Kittredge Park Row Houses, and the Cedar
Street Marble Row Houses. HBI also supported more than 52 active religious congregations
with preservation of their historic houses of workshop through its Steeples Project between
1993 and 2008. '

HBY's most recent projects include the $2.5 million rédevelopment of the 1859 Eustis Street
Fire House in Dudley Square, Boston’s oldest remaining fire house structure, for HBVs new
headquarters; the $5.8 million rehabilitation of the 1875 Hayden Building in Chinatown into
four market rate apartments and a retail space; the Anna Clapp Harris Smith House in
Dorchester, a partnership with North Bennet Street School; and the $3.8 million restoration
of the 1836 Alvah Kittredge House, an unusual Greek Revival period mansion in Roxbury’s
Highland Park for Affordable Housing.




